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T HER Ei is ready the Preſs, and 
will be publiſhed ith all Speed, 
The Tree of Le ſhaking his Fruits and 
Leaves among the Nations, being three 
Sermons upon Rey. xxii. 2: In the 
Midſt of the Street of it, and of either 
_ Side of the River, was there the Tree of 
| Life, which bare Twelve Manner of 
Fruits, and yielded her Fruit every 
Month ; and the Leaves of the Tree were 
Hor the healing of the Nations. Preached 
at the Sacrament of Dunfermline by the 
Reverend Mr. Ebene ger Erskine, Mini- 


ſter of the Goſpel at Srirling. 
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The promiſing GO D, a perform- 
ing G0 b. " 


GE N. xxviii. 15. 


. I will nat leave thee, until 
I have done that which I have ſpoken 
7 thee of. "© 


| 
( 


2 Jr: ba David, 2 Sam. vii. 25. ora, do 
9 8 8 as thou haſt ſaid. We may now 
look upon this Text that I have read, as the gra- 
cious Anſwer of God to that Prayer of Faith, in 
the Words of the Great God himſelf to Jacob, 
Jill not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have ſpoken to thee M; or, till I haue 
done as I have ſaid. 

What God 141d once to Joſhua, Chap. i. 5. 
id not fail thee, nor forſake thee, is ap- 
plied as ſpoken to all Believers, Heb, xiii. 5, £ 
vill never leave thee, wor: forſake thee. Brea lo | 
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hat God ſaid to 1 4. doth equally be- 
long to all Believers in Chriſt; I will not leave 
thee, till I have done that <vhich I have ſpoken 
zo thee of. Hath God condeicended to ſpeak to 
you, and cauſed you to hope upon his Word of 
Grace, or Promiſe at this or any former Occaſion 3 
Here 1s good News to take away with you, that 
the promiſing God will, in due Time, be a 
ER God, and that you may not think 
ong, and Weary or faint in your Mind, appre- 
Hending what a weary Time it may be between the 
Promiſe and the Performance, Here is ſupport- 
ang Encouragement in the mean Time, Tui not 
leave thee, until] I have done that which I have 
Spoken to thee of. What I have ſaid I will do, 


and will not leave thee till I have done it. 
In the precceding Part of this Chapter you find 
Facob was forced to fly from his Father's Houſe 


upon the Account of the Wrath of his Brother 
Blau He is haſtned away to Padan-aram, and 
on his Way he comes to Luz, which afterwards, 
on the Account of a notable Emergent, was called 
Bethel, where God ſignally appeared, and diſ- 
covered himſelf to him in great Glory, ſuitably to 
his Strait, Here he was benighted, ver. 11. and 
was obliged to ly in the open Field. Some of the 
Saints and Servants of God have been put to 
great Hardſhips through the Violence and Rage 
of their perſecuting Brethren. But tho! Zacob's 
Bed was hard, yet his Reſt was ſweet, while he 
Had a hard Pillow of Stone under his Head, the 
Lord appeared to him in a Dream, and ſpike 
comfortably to him. God's Time of ſpeaking 
Comfort to his People, is readily when they wy 
| | | Py 
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moſt deſtitute of other e then he is moſt 
kind, when Brethren come to be moſt unkind. 

You may notice what God ſhewed to Faces 
and what he {aid to him. (1.) What he ſhewed 
to him, he manifeſted t» him his Glory, as the 
God of Providence, and the God of Grace in 
Chriſt, who is here repreſented to him by the 
Ladder reaching from Heaven to Earth, ver. 12, 
and all the Intercourſe between Heaven and Earth 
is by this Ladder. (2.) What he ſpake to him, 
ver. 13. as the Viſion was ſuitable to his preſent 
Caſe, letting him underſtand that he had a good 
Guide, and a good Guard, not only the Angel 
of God, but the Lord of Angels; ſo the Words 
that God ſpake to him were ſuitable to his pre- 
ſent Need. The Lord ſpake from the T op of the 


Ladder; for all the Glad-tidings we receive from 8 
Heaven come through Jeſus Chriſt. Here are 


former Promiſes made to Abraham and T/aac, 
his Father and Grandfather repeated and ratified 
to Zacob, whereby God intimated that he would 
be the ſame to him that he had been to them. 
Here are freſh Promiſes made to him ſuited to 
his preſent Condition, He was to leave his 
Kindred, and to want their Preſence : God pro- 
miſed to be preſent with him. I am with thee. 
He was in Fear of Eau: God promiſed, ſaying, 
I will keep thee. He was journeying to an un- 
known Place : God promiſed to beep him in all 
Places whitherſoever tt went. He was apprehen- 
five he would never ſee his own Country again 
God promiſed he would bring him again to that 
Land. He ſeemed to be left of all his Friends 
and Relations: God promiſed, faying, T not 
feave thee, Providence ſeemed to crois the Pro- 


miſe, 
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iſe, while he is thus * as an Exile to a 
Place far diſtant: God aſſures him of the Per- 
formance of all he had ſaid, in due Seaſon, Tb 
not leave thee, till I have done that which [ 
have of pokes to thee of. When God ſpeaks to his 
People, he ſpeaks to the Point, he ſpeaks to the 
Caſe, his Words are ſuited to their preſent Exigen- 
cies 5 and not only ſo, but to their future Straits 
alſo. * Jacob knew not, but God knew and fore- 
{aw what Hardſhips he would meet with in his 
Uncle Z4ban's Service; and in a Suitableneſs to 
the Event that was to take Place, he aſſures him, 
laying, Iwill not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have ſpoken to thee of. This was 
ſuch a gracious Maniteſtation, and ſuch a wonderful 
Intercourſe that God had with Jacob, as obliged 

acob to put a Remark upon the Place, and call 
it Bethel, the Houſe of God, the Gate of Heaven. 

The Text is not ſo much a new Promile, as a 
repeated Confirmation of what he had before pro- 
miſed for eſtabliſhing and fortify ing of Jacob's 
Faith; for, ſays God, I will not leave thee, un- 
til I have done that which I have ſpoken to thee 
of. Where notice (1.) A confirming Word anent 
the Iſſue, or what he would bring out of theſe 
Promiſes, that they ſhall not be mere Sayings, but 
Doings ; I will do what I have ſpoken to thee 
of. Havel {aid it, and will of o it? is 22 
End the Viſion ſpall ſpeak. (2.) A ſupporting Wor 
in the Tk 2 5 Faith may ES in the 
mean Time before the Accompliſhment come, 
Jill not leave thee, till I hav? done it. Ja- 
cob might think, O it may be a long Time be- 
tween the Promiſe now made, and the Accom- 
pliſhment of it. What will become of me in the 


mean 
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mean Time? And indeed he had dark Days, and 


hard Service before his Hand, and there was long 
twenty Years between Berhel-Viſit here, where 
he met with God, and God ſpake to him in this 
Manner, and Peniel-Viſit when he wreſtled 
with God and prevail'd, and when God came to 


do for him ſome of the great Things he here had 


ſpoken to him of. And in that Interval of twenty 
Yer: between Bethel and Peniel, many Ups and 
Downs, Trials and Difficulties occurred in 7 
Lot; but for his Support in the mean Time, God 
aſſures him that he would never leave him, until 
he had done that which he had ſpoken to him of. 
Hence the Doctrine I would ſpeak a little unto 1s, 
That whatever dark and diſmal Days may 


befal the Children of God upon the Back of ſweet 


Bethel Viſits that he allows to them; yet he will 


wot leave them, till he bath accompliſhed all the 


Bethel Promiſes that he made to them. 

He will never leave them, till he do what 
he hath ſpoken to them of. He will go on till 
he hath done as he hath faid. We may ſay of our 
Lord Jeſus, when once he hath ſpoken to a Soul, 
and begun to do graciouſly, as Naomi ſaid to 


Ruth concerning B6az, Ruth iii. laſt ver. $57 tin, 


my Daughter, till thou knoweſt how the Matter 
will fall: For the Man will not reſt, tili he hath 


finiſhed the Thing this Day. Even ſo when 
Chriſt hath begun to ſpeak Kindly, the poor Be- 


hever may fir {till and wait patient * till the ap- 
inted Time of accompliſhing his Word ; for -S 
30d-man will not reſt until he hath finiſhed the 
Thing. We may be confident of this very Thing, 


Philip. i. 6. That he that hath begun the god 


Mork in us, and ſaid the good Word to us, 2vitt 
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unit I have done that wwhich I have ſpoken to 
res of: 3 

We find how this Doctrine was verified, both 
in Jacob and his Seed. (1.) In Jacob's own Per- 
Jon. After this Diſcovery of God that he en- 


Joyed at Bethel, many dark Days, and much hard 


Service he endured, yet God did not leave him. 
When Laban caſt down his Countenance on him, 
God lift up the Light of his Countenance on him, 
and ſaid, putting him in Mind of this Zerhel- 
viſit he made to him, and the Zerhel-vow he 
cauſed him to make, Gen. xxxi 13. I am the 
God of Bethel. Yea, God never left him, till he 
did what he ſpoke to him, both in proſpering him 
in the Place where he was a Stranger ſo long, 
and in bringing him back to his own Land, tho? 
he was in great Danger, when Laban was pur- 


ſuing him behind, and his Brother Eſau meeting 


him in the Face, yet God preſerved him accord- 
ing to his Word, and brings him back to the 
Land he promiſed to bring him to, and then 
ſends him to viſit Bethel, Gen. xxxv. . where he 
built an Altar, and called it H. bet hel, that is, 
the God of Bethel, and ſo remarked the Good- 
neſs of God to him, in not leaving him till he 
had done all that he ſpoke to him of. (a.) In 
5 Seed this Doctrine was verified, particu- 
larly with Reference to the Promiſe made to them, 
concerning their inheriting the Land of Canaan, 
and expelling the Canaanites to make Room for 
them. See and compare 7. xxi. Cloſe, with 

oþ. xxlii. 14, 15. and 1 Kings viii. 56. God 
will take his own Time of doing what he hath 
ſpoken ; but he will be ſure to do it, whatever 


- Difficulties 
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> bad it | Mit Ld 


a Mee) 


Ae 9+ 


AM 
8 
11 


SA = 


— 22 — —— —_ 


Difficulties interveen between the Prom ſe are 
Performance. 3 — 
Here Iwill ſhew (1.) What we are to under- 
Rand by the Berhel-Viſirs that God may allow 
his People. (2.) Conſider jome of the dark Days 
that may. follow upon thele Bethel Interviews. 
(3.) Confider and explain the Promiſe here made, 
that he will not leave them, till he hath done 
that which he hath ſpoken to them of, notwith= 
ſtanding ot the dark Days that may interveen be- 
tween the Promiſe and the Accompliſhment. (4.) 
Offer ſome Grounds upon which the Believer may 
be aſſured, that God wilt nor leave him, till he 
hath done that which he hath ſpoken to him of. 
5. Deduce ſome Inferences for the Application, 
"i he 7ſt 1 propcied was, to ſhew what 
we are to underſtand by the Bet hel- Viſits God 
may allow his People. In order to this I premiſe, 
it is ſure none are acquaint with what we call a 
Set hel Viſit, except theſe that ate in a peculiar 
Manner bleſſed of the Lord, as Jacob Neon of 
whom his Father aas ſaid, I have bleged him 
and he ſpall be bleſſed, Gen. xxvii. 33. They 
are the bleſſed Objects of God's Love, and the 
bleſſed Heirs of the Promiſes, brought into Cove 
nant with God, and joined to the Lord by con- 
verting Grace and laving Faith. And as none are 
acquainted with Bethel. Viſits but theſe that are 
thus bleſſed; ſo it is with great Variety that the 
Lord's People do enjoy ſuch Appearances of God. 
Tho”. they have not all, Experience of Berhel-In- 
terviews-with God, of the fame Meaſure and De- 
gree with that of Jacob; yet they have ſuch Ex- 
perience of Meetings with God as ate ſubſtantially 
the ſame. Whatever r there may be in 
0 1 5 r- 
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Circumſtances ; yet \M are ſuch, as they may call 
the Place Bethel the Houſe of God, the Gate of 
Heaven. I ſhall here notice (1.) The Subſtance. 
(2.) The ordinary Circumſtances of ſuch Inter- 
views with God as may be call'd the Zerhel-Viſits. 

(I.) The Subſtance, or ſubſtantial Part thereof, 
is God's gracious Meeting with them, ſo as they 
may have it to lay, the Lord God of rhe Hebrews 
met with us, Exod. iii. 18. And that either in pub- 
lick Ordinances, or in ſecret Duties, by Night or 
by Day, in the City or in the Field, and this 
Meeting with them hath theſe two Things efpe- 
cially in it, which we find was in Jacob's meeting 
with God here in Bethe, the one is the Mani- 
feſtation of his Glory, and the other 1s the Com- 
munication of his Mind. (1.) This Ser hel Vifit 
includes a Manifeſtation of his Glory. Jacob here 
ſees the Glory of God in Chriſt repreſented as 
the Ladder reaching between Heaven and Earth. 
Why then, you may call that a Bethel wherever 
it hath pleaſed God to reveal Chrift in you, and 
to open your Eyes to ſee his Glory in the Face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Way to the Father, and as 
the Ladder by which you may climb up to Heaven. 
Have you ſeen, at this, or any former Occaſion, 
Chriſt to be, as it were, the Ladder ſet upon the 
Earth in his Humiliation, and reaching unto 
Heaven in his Exaltation, and ſo that all the 
Rounds and Steps of the Ladder are compleated 
in his Incarnation, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion, and fitting at the Right Hand of God, 


and by him do «ve believe in God who rasſed him 


from the Dead, that our Faith and Hope might 
be in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. And have we thus by 
Faith ſtept up the Ladder, or are we on the Way 
: | ſtepping 
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mark Four Things, 


6a | | 
ſtepping up as we can, thro' 1 upon the View 
of Chriſt as the only Ladder, the only Way? 
Hath thus the God that commanded Light to 
ſhi ne out of Darkneſs, ſhined into our Hearts, not 
our Heads only, but our Hearts, to give u the 
Light of the Knocwledge of his Glory in the Face 
of Feſus Chriſt, ſo as our Hearts have gone out 
after a reveal'd Chriſt ? Why, this 1s one ſubſtan- 
tial Part of a PBerhel-Viſit, the Manifeſtation of 
his Glory, | 
(a.) This Berhel-Vifit includes a Communica- 
tion of his Mind. Jacob here not only hath God 
manifeſting his Glory to him, but alto communt- 
cating his Mind as a promifing God, ſaying, I am 
your Father's God, the God of Abraham and 


 J/aac, and in Teſtimony that I will be your God 


alſo, I will do ſo and fo to you, and thus he com- 
municates his Mind to him by Promiſes of Grace. 
Why then, you may call that a Bezþel-Viſit, when 
God comes and intimates his Love, or communi- 
cates his Mind, and ſpeaks in to your Heart by 
ſome Word of Grace and Promiſe, opening up 
ſome folded Leaf of the Goſpel to you, and open- 
ing your Underſtanding to apprehend, and your 
Heart to apply it, and cauſing you to hope in his 
Word as 2 and Amen in Chriſt, If God hath 
ſaid a Word to your Heart, and made you take 
him at his Word, {o as you can look to him and 
lay, Remember the Word on which thou haſt 
cauſed me to hope, wherever jt was, you may fay 
the Name of the Place was Zerhel, and that you 
found him in Bethel, and there he ſpake to you, 
Hoſ. x11. 4. Now anent thele Viſits we may re- 


B 2 (1.) That 
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(1.) That the Lola a ow a Bethel-Mani- 
feſtation and Communication to his People, and 
yet they way not know that God is preſent with 
them in ſuch a Manner as he is, till an after Re- 
flection thereupon, Hence ſaid Jacob here, Ver. 
16. when he azvaked out of his Heep, Surely God 
gras in this Place, and I knew it not. God's 
People may be ſo ſurprized with hi Viſits, that 
thoꝭ they cannot but * conſcious of his coming 
when he approaches to them, yet they may not be 
ſure about the Qualities of that Viſit, whether it 
was a laving Divine Manifeſtation, till they come 
to examine and reflect upon it, and find that it 


was none other but the powerful Preſence of God. 


For they carry their own Evidence along with 

them, Surely he was here. | 

(2.) Zethel-Vitis fill the Soul with a holy Awe 
pf God, ver. 17. How dreadfſub & this Place? 
They that will ſee God will fee Cauſe of holy 
trembling and bluſhing before him, and the Sight 
will humble and fill them with holy Awe and Re- 
verence. Saving Diſcoveries do not, elevate and 

uff up with Pride, but impreſs the Soul with 
Fol) Dread. The ſweet * Pleaſure and Joy that 
attend the Diſcovery 1s temper'd with holy Fear 
and Awe, in ſo much that they fear the Lord and 
bis Goodneſs, and rejoice with trembling. The 
Place where God manifeſts himſelf is both joyful 
and a dreadful Place. Praiſe is the moſt joyful 


and heartſome Exerciſe ; yet God is ſaid to be 


fearful in Praiſes, becauſe of the Dread and Awe 
of God that 1s on the Heart of theſe that praiſe 
him, for great is the Glory of the Lord which 
they ſee who fing in the Ways of the . \ Di | 
. * . , ? wy { 3. | 1 
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(3.) Divine Viſits are not excluded from any 
Pl. ce; even here where Jacob little thought of 
meeting with God, here he meets with him, he 
finds him in Berhel, and ſays this is the Houſe of 
God and the Gate of Heaven. Wherever we are 
in the Houſe or Field, if we meet with God there 


_ 


we may call it the Houſe of God and the Gate of 
Heaven, for Heaven is in his gracious Preſence, 

(4.) Divine Viſits are qu ckening, ver. 18. He 
riſes early in the Morning, and ſets about ſolemn 
Worſhip of the God that appeared to him, He 
ſets up the Stone for a Pillar, and anoints it as a 
Memorial of what paſt, and gave the Place a new 
Name, As ſweet Communion we have with God 
ought to be remembred ; ſo his Grant of Mercy 
calls for our Return of Duty. Jacob is here alio 
quicken'd to vow himſelf away to the Lord, and 


8 55 to ſerve him; and indeed our Vows and 
Yromiſes are then regular and evangel.cal, when 
they are the Fruit of God's manſfeſting bimſclF 
ju ag Covenant of Promiſe to us, as to Jacob 
re. For whatever we promiſe, we can pertorm 
nothing but in the Vertue of his Promiſe to us. 
(2.) As to the ardinary Circumſtances of ſuch 
Bethel Interviews with God. Several of theſe 
may bg gathered from the Hiſtory of Jacob, and 
will be found to correſpond with the Believer's 
Experience, as in thele following Particulars. (1.) 
"That in the Lord's ordinary Way of dealing, when 
he deals effectually with poor Souls, and when he 
hath a mind to bring them to a Bethel, he readily 
brings them to a Wilderneſs, and there deals 
8 with them, and ſpeaks kindly to them. 
Thus here Jacob is in a Wilderneſs, being bani{h- 
ed from his Father's Houle, Tho' he was a * 
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Door of Hope. 


dark Night that God viſited 


3 
of the Promiſe, yet he AD, forced to run to 4 
ſtrange Country. God allures his People, and 
brings them to a Wilderneſs, and then ſpeaks com- 
fortably, gives them the Valley of Achor for a 
Some here readily have come to 
this Communion or the like, and have found 
themſelves in a Wilderneſs of Confuſion, Darkneſs 
and Deſpondency, and yet had, e're all was done, 
Ground to call the Place Bethel, by Reaſon of 
his meeting with them, and ſpeaking to them. 

(2.) The ſweeteſt Diſcoveries of God are 
readily uſhered in with the darkeſt Nights, God's 
Viſit 1s ordinarily like the Break of the Day upon 
the Back of a dark Night. And indeed Weeping 
may endure for a Night, but Foy cometh in the 
Morning, Pſal. xxx. 5. As it was literally in the 
Jacob here, ſo you 
will ſee what a dark Night of Trouble, Diſtreſs 
and Perplexity Jacob was in when he met with 
God at Pentek and wreſtled with the Angel and 
prevail'd, Gen, xxxii. 24. Jacob was left alone; 
and there wreſtled a Man with- him till the 
Break of Day, He had been before this com- 
jy with Clouds of Fear on the Account of 
8 who was meeting him with Four hundred 

en. Ye that are ina dark Night of Fear and 
Diſtreſs may be encouraged to wait on, for readil 
the Lord uſhers in Manifeſtations of himſelf wit 
the darkeſt Nights, 

(3.) As the Lord is pleaſed to uſher in ſweet 


Manifeſtations of himſelf with a dark Night; fo 


readily a dark Night follows upon theſe {weet 
Manifeſtations. And many Times they are as a 
Blink before a ſtorm, and the People of God oft 
find this to their {ad Experience, making them 


{ce 
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ſee Ground to be ſober FR. their ſweet Experi- 
ences. Jacob had a good Night in Berhel, but 
new Straits followed upon it, particularly in the 
hard Service and harſh Treatment he met with. 
from Laban, Here is a Viſit, and preſently fol- 
lows a Night of Trouble again. We mention this 
not for your Diſcouragement, but that you may 
not be apy tix, for there may be a ſudden 'Turn 
in your ſpiritual Affairs, I ſaid my Mountain | 
ſtands ſtrong, but thou didſt hide thy Face and 
1 was trouvted, | 

(4.) Sometimes the Night that follows upon the 
Lord's manifeſting himſelf may be darker, and 
the Darkneſs of it greater than the Night they had 
before their Berbel. Manifeſtation. Jacob was in 
a Strait before the Bezhel-Viſfit, through the 
Fear of Eſau; but after that kindly Viſit, the 
Strait was 1 and the Night darker, while he 
had not only the Fear, but the Feeling of Laban's 
Diſpleaſure: Perhaps you had a dark Night be- 
fore the Lord paid you a Viſit; but what if a 
darker Night ſhall follow upon that Viſit, even 
ſome grievous Temptation to raze all again. 
The Church was brought to he banqueting Houſ es 
and his Banner over her was Love; yet after- 
wards to the dark Shadow, where ſhe cries, 7 
ſought him, but TI found him not. What a ſweet 
Communion had the Diſciples with Chriſt at the 
laſt Supper ! yet followed with the darkeſt Night 
of n N Trouble and Scattering: The 
Shepherd of J1/rae} himiclf being ſmitten, the 
Sheep were ſcattered. When the Lord allows you 
ſweet Bethel Blinks and Bleſſings, you may miſtake 
them, and think they bode nothing, but a Life of 
Joy and Comfort henceforth, and that former 
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Trials are at an End, and yet they may be only 


Preparations for approaching Trials avd En- 


couragements to Faith and Hope under future 


Troubles. This leads me to 5 

be ſecond Thing propoſed ; which was to 
Mew, what dark and ddl Days may follow upon 
theie Bethel. Diſcoveries. There are theſe fallow- 
ing dark Days, or rather gark Night, that may 
follow upon Hethel.- Viſits. (I.) A dark Night 
of long Abſence, a Night of, weary Deſertion may 
follow. La e had not for twenty Years ſuch a 
Night as he had at Berhel: There may be long 
twenty Years Travel between Bethel and Peniel. 
May ou had much Heavenly-warmneis by a 
live Coal from the Altar, when God manifeſted 
himſelf, and you got a Heart to cloſe with Chriſt, 
The Place was like a Heaven upon Earth to you 
but perhaps many a weary Day you have had fince 


that Time. May be yon have never had ſuch a 


Gale fince hat Time. Or if thi: Communion hath 
been a Het hel to you, th.nk it not ſtrange, tho a 
Night of Abſence and Hiding may follow, and tho? 
the Night be long. | by 5 
(z.) A dark Night of Forgetfulneſs may follow 
Ypon the Bethel-Vifit, ſo as it is hard to know how 
ecure People may grow, and they may loſe the 
ſweet Impreſſion 4 the Viſit, and-have little or no 
kindly Remembrance of the ſweet Days they had 
at Bethel, This dark Night followed upog 
Jacob's Meeting with God here; it ſeems he had 
much forgotten it, till God put him in Mind of it, 
faying, Gen. xxxi. 13. I am the God of Bethel, 
zobere thou anointedſt the Pillar, and vowedſt 


the Vow, 8 might he ſay, do you not mind 
o you not mind the Place, do you ot | 
i 


the Time, 


. 
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was ready to fink, if God had not luppotied and 

_ comforted him from Time to Time. | 

after a Berhel-Vifir you may be grievoully tetmpted, | 
Y 


bot notice their Affliction. It ſeems this was 4 


and therefgre God ſhews him that it was an il 
grounded Jealouly ; For, ſays. he, I have ſeen all 


h | ("29.3 
mind the two Pillars? Do you not mind the Pro- 


miſe? Do you not mind the Het hel, where I ſhewed 


my Covenant to thee, and accepted thy Vows unto 


me ? Be not diſcouraged with the Fear of Laban 


behind purſuin you, and Eſau | before meeting 


you; it is enongh to drive all Fears and Diſcourage- 
ments away, that 7 an the God of Bethel ; I am 
the {ſame God now; tit I was at that Day to you: 
However, Jacob had loſt the fiweet Impreſſion 
and loſt the kind Remembrance of Ber bel, till 
God himſelf was the Remembrancer, In the dark * 
Night of Oblivion, all may go out of Sight, and 
out of Bead: fo ; | l 
6.) A dark Night of Temptations, Fears and 
Diſcouragements may follow upon a ſweet Set hel. 
Viſit; The gracious Encouragement that God 
n ſhews what Fears and 
iſcouragements he was under, under Which * 


ell, even 


to call all that you met with but a Deluſion; 


to think that it was Satan that was working 5 | 


thee, and not the living God ; arid to think that | 


thy coming to a Communion-Table was but a 
1 a Seal of thy own Condemnation. Some 
ay 


m 2 tempted to fear that God hath a Contro- 


'verly with them, and to think that he hath caſt © 


off all Cate and Concern about them, and doeg 


Part of the 'dark Night that came upon Facob 


that Laban hath done to thee, Gen. xxx1. 18, 


Tho' thou waſt not 2. 2 of my Care, yet! 
| ave 


— 


| _ | 

have all this Time had a il Care about thee, 
and increaſed thy Stock, notwithſtanding of what 
Laban did. It is hard to believe the Divine Care 
in a dark Day, wherein we apprehend his Diſ- 
pleaſure; and yet when he returns, he can make 
us ſee he had a ſpecial Care of us, when we wiſt 
not of it ; and that he hath been doing all Things 
well, even when we were fearing all theſe Things 
were againſt us. | ; | 

LY (4) A dark Night of Wants and Straits may 
follow upon Bet hel- Viſits, both outward and 
inward Wants, temporal Wants, ſuch as Jacob 
mentions, when he complained that Laban had 
changed his Wages ten Times, Gen. xxxi. 41. 
Spiritual Wants, and Want of Comfort, ſuch as 
Paco was under, when in his Strait he could 
draw no Comfort, even from an old Zethel, till 
God gave him a new Viſit, by telling him, thar 
he was the God of Bethel. Think not ſt þ 
tho? upon the Back of Bethel Viſits you be try 
ed with great Straits outward and inward, and 
perhaps can draw no Comfort from a Back- lock 
upon Bethel; for whenever you can draw Com- 


fort and Encouragement from it, you may reckon 


it a new Viſit, when in a dark Day you can re- 
member him from the Land of re an, and re- 
member what God did to thee at ſuch a Time. 1 
(5. A dark Night of Perſecution; even b 
Friends and Brethren, may follow upon Het he 
"Viſits, as Jacob found after this Viſit, when per- 
ſecuted by Laban his Father-in-Law, and Eſau 
his Brother, that was conceived. in the ſame Womb 
with him, tho* God mercifully reſtrained their 
Anger and Fury, that they got not their Will of 
Jacob; For the Wrath of Man ſalt praiſe os 
| | _ 
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and the Remainder thereof he will reſtrain. 
Think not ſtrange then, even after Bethel-Meet- 
ings with God, tho* you ſhould be tried with a 


dark Night of Perſecution, even from envious | 


Friends and falſe Brethren. 'The Church and 
Spouſe of Chriſt ſpeaks of a Bethel, Song i. 4. 
The King hath brought me into his Chambers, 
abe will be glad and rejoice in thee ;, and yet a hot 
and ſcorching Perſecution followed, ver. 6. The 


Sun hath looked upon me. Why? my Mother's : 


Children were angry with me. "There 1s hardly - 
any Perſecution more grievous and violent, than 
that of angry Brethren ; but they are under a Re- 
ſtraint, they can go no further than God permits; 
only we need not think ſtrange to ſee Church Per- 
ſecutions, even after Berhel-Vifits, * 
(6.) A dark Night of Backſliding and Relapſe 
into former Unwatchfulneſs, Security and Sloth. 
may follow upon the ZBerhel-Vifit, tho' it was 
lolemnly renounced at Bethel. Jacob ſeems to 
have been under a lamentable Decay, as to the 


Exerciſe o Faith that once he had at Ber hel, till 


once God returned and quickned him again. Chriſt 
ſaid to his Diſciples after the Communion, Te ſpall 
all be offended, becauſe of me this Night; ye 
ſhall all turn your Backs upon me, you may la- 
mentably relapſe to theſe Sins that were renounced. 
F know not your particular Cafe, but it hath been 
the fad Experience of God's Remnant. You may 
relapſe to the Omiſſion of known Duty, yea, to 
the Embracement of known Idols, the very Thing 
that parted between God and you. This is a ſa 
and ſorrowful Night, that you need to take Care 


= bring not upon your ſelves through Unwatch- | } 
neſs, in ſo provoking the Lord to Anger with | 
* 3 you, 


1 


( - 20 
You, as he was with Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 9. It is 
Taid the Lord was angry with him, becauſe his 
Heart turned from the Lord God of Iſrael, 
eehich had 1 to him twice. What a ſad 
Matter is it, if after a Ber hel Interview with God 
ou turn your Back upon the God of Bethel! 
7 you alſo go away. EXE oe SA 


* 
1 
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follow upon et hel- Interviews. 


(.) A dark Night of ſtrange Diſpenſations may 

| Various Trials, 
Ups and Downs, ſuch as was in Jacob's Lot, between 
the Time of Bethel-Promiſes and Peniel Per- 
formances thereof. Jacob did not want Chaſtiſe- 
ments, F his Children break my Law, I will 
vi ſit their Tranſgreſſons with Rods, and their 
Hiquities n e; nevertheleſs my loving 
Kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor 
ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail. God may cover 
your Table at ZBerhel, but behold afterwards the 
ordinary Means of Relief may fail you, as it was 
with Jacob in Laban's Family, even ſo the Means 
of ſpiritual Relief may fail you. You may * | 
Preachings, and return as dark as before. You 
may go to your Cloſet, and that Mean may fail 
you, You may go to publick Ordinances and Sa- 
craments, and theſe Means may fail you. Tho? 
at Bezhel you, may be, thought, O I will never be 
what I have been, I'Il never do as I have done, 


| T1] never doubt nor fear any more; yet all this 


may be out of Sight, and the Comforter that 
ſhould relieve your Sul, may be far from you, 
Lam. i. 16. Strange. Diſpenſations may befal you. 
All God's Waves and Billows may paſs over 
you, and Deeps call unto Deeps, Plal. xlii. 7. 

(8.) A dark Night of Perplexities amidſt theſe 
ſtrange Diſpenſations may follow upon Ber hel In- 
. Mx, ak, ter views 
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terviews. Thus it was with Jacob before he © 
came off from Laban's Houſe, he knew not what 
to do till the Lord directed him to ars/e and re- 
turn to the Land of his Kindred, Gen. xxx1. 
13. You may come to ſuch a Night of Perplexities 
that you know not what to do, or what Hand to. 
turn you to. You may come to look upon your 
ſelf as in a periſhing Condition, and to ſay your. 
Strength and Hope is periſhed from the Tord. 
Remembring your Afiition and Miſery, thei 
Wormwood and the Gall, Lam. iii. 18, 19. 
What ſhall I ſay? May we not obſerve with Fear 
and Trembling, that ſome who have met with 
God have afterwards come under dreadful dark 
Clouds both in Point of S in and of Miſery ? Some. 
have been ſo far left to Sin after Manifeſtations, as 
deſervedly to be called Devils: Peter got ſuch a 
Diſcovery of God in Chriſt that the Lord ſays to 
him, Hleſſed art thou Simon Bar- ona: Fleſb and 
Blood hath not revealed theſe Things to thee, 
but my Father that is in Heaven, Yet inſtantly 
Peter is left ſo far to fin, that Chriſt ſays to him, 
Get thee behind me Satan; thou ſavoureſi not 
he Things that. be of God, Matth. xvi. 17, 23. 
And what think you of his denying his Maſter 
with Curſes? Let us nut. imagine they are alt 
Strangers to Bethel Interviews with God that 
deny, or do not zealouſly own. the Cauſe and In- 
tereſt of Chriſt at this Day. But let us fear and 
tremble to conſider how far the Children of God 
may be left to depart from him and his Way, in 
a dark Time, in a Day of Temptation. It 
s poſſible that good Men may be left to ſin, and to 
juſtify their Sin. I will be loath to ſay, that they 
are all wicked Men that juſtify their ſinful Pro- 
— EE: >; an ccedings 
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founded as that of 
their Eyes will readily be opene 


© ab.) 


[| * ceedings in publick Matters at this Day, and that 


2 their perſecuting Rage and Anger at their 
rethren, when I conſider how Jonah juſtified 
his Anger againſt God, laying, 7 do well to be 
angry. So it is poſſible that even ſome that have 
met with God may juſtify their Anger at their 
Brethren, ſaying, We do well to be angry even 
unto Deut h, and angry even to Suſpenſion, De- 
1 Excommunication. I hope none need 
e offended, if I have Charity for tome that are of 
that Opinion, through their 1gnorant Zeal, while 
carried away, like Harnabas, with the Diffimu- 
lations of the Day, and whole Eyes God will open 
in due Time, to ſee that their Anger was as ill 
Fonah's. For if ever God met 
with them at Bethel, when he is 1 to return, 
5 „and they will 

ſee they did ill to be angry with their Brethren 
that were contending for the Rights of their Mo- 


ther's Houſe: Yea, another merciful Turn upon 


their Hearts will make them ſay, as Jacob's Sons 
once did of Yoſeph, We are verily guilty con- 
cerning our Brot her. So we hope of ſome, if 


"ever they have met with God at ZBerbel, ſurely 


upon the Lord's Return they will regrete their 
iſcarriage, and ſay, We have verily been guilty 


concerning our Brother, However, as tome that 
have met with God may come under dreadful 


Clouds of Sin; (for we are not to unſaint them 
all, and every one that are carried down the 
Stream of Defection, tho! we are to have no 
Charity for their Ways, yet let us not meddle with 


their State, till we ſee if God ſhall reclaim them) 

fo in Point of Miſery, ſome that have met with. . 

God may be put to ſay, O he breaks me with 
4 of 


Breach 
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Breach upon Bre tuns 
Giant; yea, while ſuffering his Terrors, they 
have in a Manner been diſtracted, and ſometimes 
curied the Day wherein they were born. 'Thus 
you lee what dark Days may follow upon Ber hel- 
Interviews with God ; and yet, after It the Pro- 
miſe ſtands good to all the Seed of Farob that 


them, till he hath done that which he hath 
ſpoken to them of. 


The Third general Head propoſed was to con- 


ſider and explain this Promiſe, I will not leave 
r hee, till J have done that which T have ſpoken 
zo thee of. For explaining heteof there are theſe 
following Queſtions: (1.) How God ſpeaks t 
his People? (2.) How he doth or accompliſhet 
that which he hath ſpoken to them of? (3) 
When is it that he will do that which he hath 
promiſed ?, (4) What is the Import of this Privi- 
— that he will not leave them? (5.) In what 


Senſe it 1s ſaid, he will not leave them, till he 


hath done what he hath promiſed ? | F 
_. Firſt, How God ſpeaks to his People, when 
they have a Het hel Viſit of him? I antwer, in a 
few Words, (1) 

like himſelf, 
ſpeaks : As Chriſt 
3 iv. 26. I that ſpeak to thee, am be; ſo 


etting them know that it is he that 


* 
4 


ſays he here to Jacob, It is I that ſpeak to 


thee, T will not leave thee, till I have done that 
ah I have ſpoken. Never Man ſpake like 
this Man: Man's ſpeaking only reaches the Ear, 
but God's ſpeaking reaches and touches the Heart. 


Hence (z.) He ſpeaks powerfully; as it is ſaid of 


Chriſt, He ſpake as one having. Authority, and 
bo | | not 


Fg 


have met with God at Bet hel. He will not lbenve © 


e {peaks divinely, he ſpeaks _ 


d to the Woman of Samaria, 


) | 
Breach; and tuns 5 — me like © 
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gol ds the Seribes : So when the Lord ſpeaks; there 
4s Power and Authority accompanying the Word, 
either in its firſt Coming, or in its After-working, 
upon the Heart. 1 The. ii. 13. Ye received 
2% Word, not as the Word of Man, but, as 
it is in Truth, the Word of Gad, which workerh 
efeftually in you t hat believe. (z.) He ſpeaks 

rticularly as here to Jacob, I will not leave 
Tee, till I have done that which I have ſpoken 
of to thee, People niay hear the Word delivered 
an general to all the Congregation 3 but it doth 
them no Good; till they hear it in particular 
ſpoken to them. Then God calls the Perſon by 
Pons and ſays, To thee I ſpeak, and the Heart 


ys, It is to me that God is ſpeaking. O! hath 


| ſpoken to thee Man, to thee Woman? (4.) 
He ſpeaks kindly and comfortably. Hoſe ii. 14. 
Till allure her, und bring ber to the Wilder- 


meſs; and then ſpeak comfortably to her. His 


Kindneſs in ſpeaking. appears moſt” evidently when 
At is in a Wilderneſs Cale he communicates himſelf: 
Every Word he ſpeaks to Jacob here, is a Word 

nu the Light, Life, Strength and 
Comfort that the Word brings when God ſpeaks it! 
He hath a View both to their preſent Comfort and 
their future Support, when he ſpeaks with them in 
Bethel. (5. ) He ſpeaks plainly and not in Pa- 
rables: For he opens their L nderflandings to appre- 
ö and their Hearts to aj ply ; Jor to them it is 


Heaven ; to others it is not given, Matth. ili. 11. 
he Word of Grace is a ſealed Books till the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah open the Seal” (6.) 
He ſpeaks ſuitably to their Caſe, for he hath zhe 
\Tongue of the Learned, ro ſpeak a Mord in e 


iven to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
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it. Sometimes they are burden'd about their Pro— 
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to the Hrary. Iſa 1. 4. He ſuits his Words here 
to Jacob's weary Cale, as 1 ſhewed in the Expli- 
cation. He gives them a Word that ſuits their 
Difficulties. Sometimes they have Difficulty about 
this, and ſometimes about that and the other Af. 


fair, and they come with their Burdens before the 


Lord, and he preſents a Mord to them relative to 


viſion; and he gives a Word for that: Hread 
Hall be given thee, and thy Water ſpall be ſure. il 
'They are burden'd with Fears of Danger; and 
they get a Word for that: Fear not for I am 
wirh hee: The eternal God is thy Refuge. 
Sometimes they want Direction; and get a Word 
for that: I will bring the Blind by a Way that 
they knew not, T will lead them in Paths that 
t hey have not known; 41 will make won 56 . 
Light before them, and crooked Things ſtraight. , 
They want the Spirit; and they get a Word for 
that: Iwill put my Spirit within you, and the 
Water that I give ſhall be in you a Well of + 
Water ſpringing up to everlaſting Life. They 7 
want Strength for Duty or Trial; and they get. a 
Word for that: My: Grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
thee, and my Strength ſball be made 1 in 
#hy Weakneſs. They want Pardon; and they get 
a Word for that: I even, I am he that blotterh 
out thy Tanſgreſſious for mine own Sake, ard 
i not remember thy Sins. They want to have 
Sin ſubdued and mortified ; and get a Word for 
that: Sin ſpall not have Dominion over yon. 
They want ſomething for the Church; and the 
t a Word for that: Thar the Wall ſal be built 
n perilous Times, that at evening Time ut 
Pall be Light, and upon 1 the Glory 1 


- 
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-be A Defence. They want a Bleſſing for the Chil. 
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dren ; and they get a Word for that: Iαi be t 


God, and the God of thy Seed, &c. 


The ſecond Queſtion here, was, how he doth 


what he hath {poken to them? I will do what I 


Have [poken of to thee. Why (1.) He will do it 
faithfully. Not a Word ſpall fail of what he 
path ſpoken. Joſh. xxi. laſt, The Hiſtory of 


Jacob ſhews how faithfully God accompliſhed his 


romiſe, and all that he ipoke to him, and he hath 


Faithfulneſs for the Girdle of his Loins. God 5s 
mot Man, that he ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man 


#hat he ſhould repent. He will do what he hath 
ſpoken, ſurely, and certainly, The Viſion ſhall 
Peak, it ſhall ſurely come. (2.) As he will do 
certainly what he hath ſpoken, ſo he will do it 


wonderfully, and he will work Wonders before he 


do it not, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs awvay be- 


Tore one Fot of his Word fall to the Ground. And 


it is in a very marvellous and myſterious Way, that 
God doth accompliſh his Word threugh a World 
of dark Diſpenſations, zhrough Fire and Water he 
&rings to a wealthy Land, Tho' impaſſable Moun- 
tains be in the Way ; yet he will come and do what 
he hath ſaid, and give his People Occaſion to ſa 

when he comes, {7 is the Voice of my Beloved, 
ve bold he cometh Skipping upon the Mountains, 
Jeaping upon the Hills. (z.) He will do what 


He hath ſpoken, and do it remarkably. 'Thus he 


did what he ſaid to Jacob; and if the Believer 


may put a Remark upon the Berhel-Viſit, when 
he comes to promiſe ; much more, upon the, Penzel- 
Viſit, when he comes to perform what he hath 
promiſed. In the ZBerhel-Viſit, we ſee him by 
1 aith in his Word: But in the Peniel-Viſit we 


lee 
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ſee him by Senſe in his Work: For then he not 
only ſays, but does what he hath ſaid, and ſhews 
himſelf Face to Face. (4.) When he doth what 
he hath ſpoken, he doth it ſurpriſingly. Jacob 
was not expecting ſuch a Way of God's accom- 
pliſhing his Word, / al. cxxvi. 1. When the 
Lord turned back the Captivity of Aion, we were © 
lie them that dream. He wee ly turprizes when 
he comes to do what he hath ſpoken : Zhen was 
our Mouths filed with Laughter, and our 
Tongues with Songs; the Lord hath done great 
Things for us whereof ave are glad. Again (5.) 
When he doth what he hath ſpoken, he doth it 
gloriouſly. His Glory ſhines in all his Works, 
and efpecially in accompliſhing his Promiſes, 
that are Yea aid Amen in Chriſt. He makes the 
Glory of his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, the Glo- 
ry of his Mercy, Truth and Faithfulneſs to ſhine 
in the Accompliſhment, he doth more than he 
hath ſpoken, and is better than his Word, Exod. 
Xv. 1, When God accompliſhed his Promiſe of 
delivering 1/72e} out of Egypt, and out of the 
Hand of Pharoah and his Hoſt, then their Voice 
was lifted up, ſaying, I will ſing unto the Lord: 
Hor he bath triumphed glorioufly. (G.) When 
he doth what he hath ſpoken, he doth it ſeaſo- 
nably : Hab. ii. 3. The Viſſon is for an appointed 
Time, but at the End it ſnall ſpeak and not lie: 
Though it terry, wait for it : Becauſe it will 


ſurely come, it will not tarry. It will not tarry 


beyond the appointed Time, nor beyond the pro- 
= Time, and therefore let Faith wait upon a 
aithful God, who will do as he hath ſaid. This 


leads to ; 
| . D 2 | The 


of relate to a Day of Temptation: 


( 28 3 8 
The third Queſtion, When is it that he will do 
what he hath ſpoken to them of? Nou may take 
the Aniwer of this in the following Particulars. 


(I.) Some Things he hath ſpoken relate to a Day 


of Trouble; and when that Day comes he will 
do what he hath ſpoken to them of: Pſal. xci. 
15. 1 willbe with hin in Trouble, Twill deli ver 
bim, and honour him, Hence his People never 
enjoy more of his Preſence and Pity, than in Days 
of Tribulation and Affliction. And ſometimes he 
Jets the Trouble come to an Extremity, before he 


ſenfibly accompliſh his Promiſe of Help. /i. 


cxvi. 6. was brought low, and he helped me. 
( 2.) Some Things that he hath . to them 
nd when that 
comes, then he will do what he hath ſpoken, 
He hath ſaid, Rom. xvi. 20. The God of Peace 
will brutſe Satan under your Feet ſhortly. He 
hath faid, 1 Cor. x. 13. That be 7 and 
will not ſuffer them to be tempted above what 
they are able to bear; but with the Temptation 
well make a Way to eſcape. And hence it is, for 
—— in a Time of great and grievous Temp- 
tation, he opens {ome Door by which they eſcape 
from Time to Time, while they wait upon 


m. 
(.) Some Things that he hath ſpoken relate to 
a Day of Work, of great Work that he puts into 
their Hand ; and when that Day comes, 1* doth 


that which he hath ſpoken, He hath faid, That 


de works in us both to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. He hath ſaid that he wil 
ſtrer gt hen, he will uphold with the Right Hand 


of bis Righteouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10, And hence it 
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3s, that his People can ſometimes ſay with Paul, 
T can do all Things through Chriſt ſtrengthning 


me. Tho we are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to- 


think any T1 ving as of ourſelves, yet our * Suffi- 
ciency is of God. And hence the Church, /a. 
xxvi. 12. Thou ha Wrought all our Works in 


us. And David, Pſal. Ivii. 2. J will cry unto 


God moſt high, unto God that performeth all 
Things for me. 


| 


i 


(4.) Some Things that he hath ſpoken of re- 4 . 


late to a Day of Warfare: And when that Day of | 


bloody Battle comes, he doth that which he hath 


ſpoken, He hath ſaid, concerning this, even he 


who is the Captain of Salvation, the Lord 


if 
l 


mighty in Battle hath faid, for the Encourage- 1 


ment of his Soldiers, ho go a Warfare upon 
their own Charges? 1 Cor. ix. . He is the 
Strength of their Salvation, that covers their 
Head in the Day of Battle, Pial. cxl. y. And 
hence 1t 1s, that according to his Word, his People 
are ſaid always to triumph in Chrift Feſus, and 
to be more than Conquerors, See Pſal. xviii. 
30, 32, 34. The Word of the Lordis tried : He 
#5 a Buckler to all thoſe that truſs in him. It 
1 God that girdeth me with Strength : He 
teaches my Hands to war, and Bows of Steel are 
broken by mine Arms. All their Ability to ſtand 
in a Day of Trial and Danger flows from this. 

() Some Things he hath ſpoken of relate to 
the Day of Death: And when that comes, he will 
do what he hath ſpoken to them. He hath faid 


5 
? 


Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victory, 1 Cor. 1 
xv. 54. Hegpath faid, Hol. xiii. 14. 7 will ran- 
om them from the Power of the Grave: I will 
redeem them from Death: O Death, Tin * 
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„ 
thy Plagues, O Grave, Iævill be thy Deſtructi- 
on. And hence it is, that as all Believers in Chriſt 


are bleſſed in Death, for Llefed are the Dead 


that die in the Lord, and that fleep in Feſus ; 
ſo ſome Believers have got the ible and com- 
fortable View of this, even when paſſing through 
that Valley between Time and Eterni:y, and have 
fallen a finging in the midſt of the Valley, and 


k ſaying, O Dearth, here is thy Sti, g? O Grave, 
obere is thy Victory? Thanks be to God, ærhich 
F giveth us the Victomy through our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt. Tho I walk through the Valley of the 


If Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil ; for 
It Zhou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff they 


comfort me. With the Staff of the Promiſe in 
their Hand, they walk through Jordan dry Shod. 
And when the Soul 1s ſeparated from the Body, 
then it enters into the Reſt that remains for the 
People of God, according to what he hath 
Ipoken. 

(.) Some Things he hath ſpoken relate to a 
Day of Judgment g and when that Day comes, 
then he 20211 do what he hash ſpoken to them of. 
He hath ſaid four Times in one Chapter; namely, 
John vi. That he wvill raiſe them up at the laſt 
Day; and 1:Thefſ. iv. Cloſe, That if wwe be- 
lieve that Fefus died, and roſe again, even ſo, 
upon the ſame Ground, and with the fame Cer- 
tainty, them that fleep in Feſus will God 175 


with him; and that the Dead in Chriſt ſpall riſe 
EF firſt, and meet the Lord in the Air; and ſo 
Pall they ever be with the Lord. He hath faid, 


1 Cor. xv. 52. That in a Moment, ingthe tawink- 


the Dead ſpall be raiſed incorruptible. Thas this 


ling of an Eye, at the Sound of the laſt Trump, 


corruptible 
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corruptible ſpall put on Incorruption, this Mor- 
ral ſhall put on Immortality. He hath ſaid, Col. 
ili. 4. hen he who is our Life ſhall appear, we 
Hall appear with him in Glory. He hath ſaid, 
Philip. iii. Clote, That he will change our vile 
| Bodies, and make them like his 5 Body, 
according to the working, whereby Þe 1s able to 
ſubdue all Things to himſelf. He hath faid, That 


the Saints ſpall enter into the Foy of their Lord, fi 


and ſhall judge the World. 


What I have faid, may give ſome Light to the I | | | 
Queſtion, When will he do what he hath ſpoken 


to his People ? He will do all that he hath 
ſpoken, partly here, and perfectly hereafter. He 
hath promiſed eternal Life to the Bchever : He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting Life, 
This he doth in Part here, and to Pertection 
hereafter ; and we may appeal to every Believer of 
any Standing, if the Promite of Heaven and Glo- 
ry be not, even in Part, allowed him here by a 
perſonal Poſſeſſion. He is poſſeſſed of Heaven, 
not only, 1. By Union to Chriſt, ſo as his Head 
1s in Heaven, Chriſt the Fore-runner having taken 
Poſſeſſion, and gone to prepare the Place for 
him ; ſo that f b 
Places ; but alſo, 2. By Communion he hath 
ſome perſonal Poſſeſſion, if you confider what 
Heaven is. Is Heaven a State of Light, perfe& 
Light? The Believer hath the begun Poſſeſſion of 
this, in ſo far as he hath the Light of the Knows- 
ledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of Feſus 
Chriſt. Is Heaven a State of Liberty, perfect 
Liberty? The Believer hath the begun Poſſeſſion 
of this, in ſo far as at any Time his Bands are 
Jooſed, and the Spirst of God is poured out upon 
Him 


e ſits with him in Heavenly 
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The Fourth 


CW 3 3 
Bim: Where the Spirit of the Tord is, there & 
Liberty. Is Heaven a State of Love, 2 


Love? The Believer hath the begun Poſſeſſion of 
this, in ſo far as he Love of God is ſhed abroad 
«pon his Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt; and the Love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth him to Duty and Service. 
Is Heaven a State of perfect Holineſs ? The Be- 
liever hath the begun Poſſeſſion of this, in ſo far as 


Le is ſanctiſed in Chriſt Feſus, and going on to 
Perfection; yea, is already 
Deſire. Is Heaven a State of perfect Joy? The 
Believer Hath this alſo in begun Poſſeſſion, when 


perfectly holy in 


he is filled with Foy and Peace in believing; 
yea ſometimes wir} Foy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory. Is Heaven a State of Triumph and Victo- 
ry 2 The Believer hath the begun Poſſeſſion of 
this, when he boaſts in the Lord, and ſays, 


' » Thanks be to God, which always cauſes us to 


triumph in Chriſt, Is Heaven a Place of Praiſe 
and Wonder at the Grace of God, and the glo- 
rious Perfections of God ? The Believer hath the 
begun Poſſeſſion of this alſo, when ſometimes his 
Heart is fill'd with the high Praiſe of God, and 
fill'd with Wonder at his matchleſs Love and di- 
ftinguiſhing Grace, He would invite all the 
World to wonder and praiſe. Yet O what a ſmall 
Portion of Heaven hath he here, in Compariſon of 
what he will have! He ſhall drink of the River of 
Pleaſure for ever. Yet that Part he enjoys here,” 
is the Earneſt of the full Poſſeſſion, and 750 Evis 
dence that he 2 do all that he hath ſpoken to 
them 2 concerning Grate and Glory, and every 
h 


good Thing.  _ DOES 

e Queſtion was, What is the Import 
of this Privilege, I will not leave rhee _ F 4 
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Have done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. 


Why, how can it be ſaid he will not leave them ; 
when yet, after Berhei-Viſits and Bet hel- Promiſes 
iven them, they may be tryſted with ſuch dark 
1 as I have been {peaking of? For clearing this 
Subject, there are theſe two Remarks I would offer. 
(I.) Remark is, That there are ſome ReſpeRs 
wherein God may be ſaid to leave People, as (1.) 
When he takes away his Word, his Cardlefiick, 
his Ordinances, and brings a Famine, not of Bread 
and Water, but of the Word of the Lord, Amos 
vili. Il, 12. This is the worſt Famine in the World. 


(z.) When he takes away his Spirit, and com- 


mands the Clouds to rain no Rain, 1/4. v. 6. 
This is a fearful leaving; for tho' the Word and 
Ordinances remain; yet if the Spirit be away, 
then the Word can do no good, it hath no Power 
to convince or convert, to confirm or comfort. 


(z.) When he takes away his Ear, and doth not 


regard their Prayers; when he doth not ſuffer 
them to pray, nor anſwer their Prayer, but Huts 
them out, Lament. iii. 8. (4.) When he takes 
away his Hand, his Help and Aſſiſtance, and 
le: ves Perſons to themſelves, to their own Luſts 
aud Counſels, Pal. Ixxxi. 11. My People would 
not hearken, Hrael would have none of me: 
Therefore I gave.them up to their own Heart 
Luſts ; and they walked after their own Counſels. 

O a ſad leaving! but then the 7 
(z.) Remark I offer is, That there are ſome 
Reſpects wherein God will not leave his People. 
Either (1.) He will never leave them really, bus 
in Appearance. And hence they many Times 
think, and fear he is away, when * is really pre- 
lent, Verily God was i this Place, and 1 knew 
1 


1 
! 

, 
1 


may a 


Aſſiſtance and Strengt 


them to 
leaves them finally, but for ſome Time: 
. hide his Face for alittle Moment, but with ever- 
Jaſting Kindneſs will he have Mercy on them, Iſa. 


Iiv. 5, 8. He will never leave them, fo as to for- 


' Now you have Sorrow ; but Twill ſee you again 
and your Heart ſhall rejoyce, and your 75 


| SR Wb | 
it not, ſays 3 Or (z.) He never leaves them 
abſolutely, but in ſome Reſpect: He may leave 
them in Reſpect of the Fe ae of Grace, tho? 
he doth not leave them as to the Preſence of Grace. 
He * leave them in Reſpect of Comfort; tho? he 
low the Influences of Grace, yet he may 

deny the Comfort of Grace. He may leave them 
in Reſpect of Aſſiſtance; tho' he may allow them 
the Comfort of Grace, hs he may deny them that 
they want, and allo the 

ſenſible Anſwer of their Prayers. Or (z.) He 


never leaves them totally, but in ſome Degree. 


He may leave them to be buffeted by Satan ; but 


will not leave them to be overcome by Satan. And 
he may leave them to be buffeted and captivated 
by N Corruptions; tho* he doth not leave 

conquered thereby. Or (4.) He never 


He may 


get to do what he hath ſpoken to them of. 
This Promiſe then, 


and in them. They have in them a Well of W ater 


ſpringing up to everlaſting Life, John iv. 14 
4 G . 


od loves to bide where once he comes, I ww: 


not leave thee. It fays alſo, that he will not bide 


away: Tho? he hides himſelf out of Sight, he wil 


not be long away. It ſays, that in whatever Re 


ſpect he may be ſaid to leave them for a While 


yet he will return to their Joy, bn xvi. 22 


Wy NH 
Alan taketh from you. It lays, there are ſome 
| thing 


| will not leave thee, it 
Jays, that ſomething of God is ever with them 


„ 


things God will never deprive them of, never take 
away from them. He well never take away his 
Love and Favour, for he hath loved them with 
an everlaſting Love. He will never take away 
his Covenant of Peace and of Promiſe from them, 
The Mountains ſpall depart and the Hills be re- 
moved; but my Kindneſs ſhall not de part from 
thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be 


removed, Ita. liv. 10. I will never leave thee, 


nor forſake thee, Heb. xiii. 5 


The Fifth Queſtion 1s, In what Senſe it is ſad 


of Jacob, and of all the ſpiritual Seed of Jacob, 
that God will not leave them until he hath done 
that which he hath ſpoken to them of? To ex- 
plain this a little further, I ſhall ſhew (1. ) In 


what Senſe we are to underſtand this interim Pro- 


miſe, 1 will not leave thee. (2. ) In what Senſe 
we are to underſtand this Particle until, which 
ſeems to point at a Period of this Promiſe. 

(1.) In what Senſe are we to underſtand this 
interim Promiſe, I 2wi/1 not leave thee 2 Why? 


Whatever Way he may be ſaid to leave his People, 


yet (1.) He will never leave them Godleſs, but 
will ſtill be their God: For his Covenant with 
them is, I wwi//1 be thy God : They can never be 
fo far left, but that God is ſtill their God, and 
they may ſtill go to him as their God. (2.) He 
will never leave them Chriſtleſs: He hath 
wen Chriſt ye wnſpeakable Gift of God to 
- wha and he will never recal that Gift; For the 
Gifts and Calling of God are without Repen- 
tance : They ſhall ſtill have Chriſt in them the 
Hope of Glory. Hence (3.) He will never leave 
them Spiritle!s: He hath given his Spirit to you 
that are Believers, and this anointing which you 
E 2 have 


. 
* 


may a 


No you have Sorrow ; but Twill ſee you again 
and your Heart ſhall rejoyce, and your 75 


1 | | 
it not, ſays 2 Or (2.) He never leaves them 
abſolutely, but in ſome Reſpect: He may leave 
them in Reſpect of the "5 wah of Grace, tho? 
he doth not leave them as to the Preſence of Grace. 
He _ leave them in Reſpect of Comfort; tho' he 

low the Influences of Grace, yet he may 
deny the Comfort of Grace, He may leave them 


in Reſpect of Aſſiſtance ; tho? he may allow them | 


the Comfort of Grace, yet he may deny them that 


Aſſiſtance and Strength they want, and allo the 


ſenfible Anſwer of their Prayers. Or (3.) He 


never leaves them totally, but in ſome Degree. 


He may leave them to be buffeted by Satan ; but 


will not leave them to be overcome by Satan. And 
he may leave them to be buffeted and captivated 
by ſtrong Corruptions; tho' he doth not leave 


them to be conquered thereby. Or (4.) He never 
leaves them finally, but for ſome Time: He may 
Hide his Face for alittle Moment, but with ever- 
 bdaſting Kindneſs will he have Mercy on them, Iſa. 


Iv. ), 8. He will never leave them, ſo as to for- 

get to do what he hath ſpoken to them of. 
This Promiſe then, I will not leave thee, it 

ſays, that ſomething of- God is ever with them 


and in them. They have in them a Well of Mater, 
ſpringing up to everlaſting Life, John iv. 14. 


od Ioves to bide where once he comes, I 21 
not leave thee. It fays alſo, that he will not bide 


away: Tho' he hides himſelf out of Sight, he will 


not be long away. It ſays, that in whatever Re 


ſpect he may be ſaid to leave them for a While 


et he will return to their Joy, hn v1. 22 


y #0 
Man taketh from you. It lays, there are ſome 
Is | things 
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things God will never deprive them of, never take 
away from them. He will never take away his 


Love and Favour, for he hath loved them with 


an everlaſting Love. He will never take away 


his Covenant of Peace and of Promiſe from them, 
The Mountains ſpall depart and the Hills be re- 
moved; but my Kindneſs ſhall not de part from 
thee, neither ſpall the Covenant of my Peace be 


removed, Iſa. liv. 10. I will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee, Heb. x11. 5 


The Fifth Queſtion 1s, In what Senſe it 1 ſad 


of Jacob, and of all the ſpiritual Seed of Jacob, 
that God will not leave them until he hath done 
that which he hath ſpoken to them of? To ex- 
plain this a little further, I ſhall ſhew (1.) In 


what Senſe we are to underſtand this interim Pro- 
miſe, 7 will not leave thee. (z.) In what Senſe 


we are to underſtand this Particle until, which 
ſeems to point at a Period of this Promiſe. 


"(8.318 what Senſe are we to underſtand this 


interim Promiſe, T will not leave thee 2 Why? 


Whatever Way he may be ſaid to leave his People, 
yet (1.) He will never leave them Godleſs, but 


will ſtill be their God: For his Covenant with 


them is, I wil! be thy God: They can never be 
ſo far left, but that God is ſtill their God, and 
they may ſtill go to him as their God. (2.) He 


will never leave them Chriſtleſs: He hath 


ig Chriſt he unſpeakable Gift of God to 
't 


em, and he will never recal that Gift; For the 
Gifrs and Calling of God are without Repen- 
tance : They ſhall ſtill have Chrift in them the 
Hope of Glory. Hence (3.) He will never leave 
them Spiritle!s: He hath given his Spirit to you 
that are Believers, and this anointing wars” 
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have received of him abi in you. Zohn xw. 16. 
4 weill pray the Father, and he ſpall give you a- 
nother Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever. "The Spirit may be hid in the Believer, 
but never ablent. (4.) Hence he will never leave 
them comfortlets, Fon xiv. 18. IT will not leave 


the Streams of their Comforts may be abated, yet 
che Spring of Comfort ſtill remains; and hence the 
Well of Conſolation now and then ſprings up. 
4,5.) He will never leave them helpleſs, but ſtill 
be to them 4 preſent Help in Time of Troutle : 
Even when they have deſtroyed themſelves, yet in 
him is their Help. He helps their Infirmities 
when they cannot pray. He helps them up when 
ary are down. He helps them forward when be- 
hind. (6.) He will not leave them hopelels, 
even when they are ſaying, My Hope is periſhed 
from the Lord; yet he opens to them a Door of 
Hope in the Valley of Achor. They are never 
ain without God, and without Hope in the 
World Their Hope lives. Yea (7.) He will not 
leave them faithleſs : For he hath prayed for 
them, that their Faith fail not. Their Faith 
may indeed languiſh, and be like to give up the 
Ghoſt, as that of the Diſciple, when they ſaid, 
Me truſted that it had been he which ſhould have 
redeemed Iſrael ; but now we doubt of this fun- 
damental Article of our Creed. But when their 
Faith was juſt at the Failing, the Lord Jeſus re- 
ſtored and revived it. (8.) He will not leave 
them friendleſs and fatherlefs : He is a Friend - that 
ſticks cloſer than a Brother, and as a Father 
pities his Children, ſo the Lord pities them: As 
a Father chaſtiſes his Children, ſo the Lord 
pl | chaſtiſeth 


gou comfortbeſs, 1 will come to you. However 
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chaſtiſeth them: As a LS. rovideth for his 
Children, ſo the Lord provideth for them, that 
they my not be in total Want, between the Pro- 


miſe and the Time of the Performance. Thus he 
2v1ll not leave them until he hath done that which 
he hath ſpoken to them of. He will not leave 
dealing with them. He will not leave bleſſing of 
them, he will not leave guiding of them and 
uarding of them, he will not leave making all 
hings working together for Good to them, and 
working for the Accompliihment of his Promiſe. 
(2.) In what Senſe are we to underſtand this 
Particle, until, which ſeems to point at a Period 
of this Iiterim-Promiſe. benly the Meaning 1s 
not, that when he hath dane that which he bath 
ſpoken to them of, then he vill leave them; but 
rather that then they will no more need ſuch an 
encouraging Word as this, I will never leave 
thee : For then they will be free of all Fear of his 
leaving them. But the Word imports, ( 1. ) That 
there may be a good Time between the Promiſe 
and the Accompliſhment, between the Time of 
God's ipeaking to them, and the Time of his 
doing what he 3 ſpoken. , There was twenty 
Years Diſtance between theſe two in Jacob's Cale. 
(2.) It imports, that in this Interval God is car- 
rying on his Work, 7 will nos leave thee, until 
T have done it. Saying and Doing is all one to 
God, he ſpeaks the Word, and it is done, and 
when he hath ſpoken the Word, it is always a- 
doing, till it be done compleatly. (3. ) It im- 
ports, that tho' he be ſtill carrying on his Work, 
yet it may be hid from our Eyes, what Way he 1s 
doing it; and tho' we may ſuſpect on this Ac- 
count, that God hath left us, and left his * 
W 


2 
when we do not ſee him with us, nor ſee what he 
is doing; yet he is not away, when he is delaying 
the accompliſhing of his Word, to our Senſe 
and Feeling, but only taking his own Time and 
his own Way, whoſe Ways are infinitely higher 
#han our Ways, and his Thoughts than our 
Thoyghts. (4.) It imports that this Interval of 
Time, wherein God is carrying on his Work, tho? 
in a Way hid from our Eyes, is the Time of 
Faith, wherein we are called to wait upon a pro- 
miſing God, believing, that not only he will be Fl 
1 God in due Time, to our ſenſible 
eeling and Experience; but that he is a per- 
forming God at preſent, making all interveenin 
Providences ſo many Steps towards the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Word, thoꝰ to carnal Senſe and Rea- 
fon, they may ſeem to be ſo many Lets and Impe- 
diments to e the Accompliſhment thereof. 
Foſeph had it revealed to him once and again, 
that he would be Lord over his Brethren, and that 
all the Family ſhould yield Obeyſance to him. 
How was this accompliſhed ? Why he 1s thrown 
into a Pit, he is fold into Egypt for a Slave, and 
afterwards he is caſt into a Priſon: Theſe ſeemed 
all ſo many Lets and Obſtructions, in the Way of 
ſuch Advancement. How could Faith keep its 
Grip here? unleſs it ſhould ſhut its Eye upon 
Providences, and open its Eye upon the Promiſe, 
and keep it fixed upon a promiſing God, and then 
it would ſee all theſe ſeeming Lets to be ſo many 
Steps towards the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
mile, I il not leave thee, till I have done 
what I have ſpoken ; therefore, let Faith ſee and 
believe, that I am till carrying on my Work, and 
doing what I promiſed, whatever ſecret 3 | 
| ays 


„ 1 
Ways take to bring about my Counſel, I am till 
doing, and ævi not leave thee, till I have done 
2what TI have ſpoken to thee of. 
The fourth general Head propoſed was, To 
offer ſome Grounds of the Doctrine, upon which 
the Believer may be aſſured, that God ww not 
leave him, till he hath done that which he hath © 
ſpoken to him of, and that he will be all that he 
hath promiſed to him at ZBerhel, (I.) Believers 
may aſſured of it, upon the Ground of the Un- 
changeableneſs of God. There may be many 
Ups and Downs in thy Caſe: It is 4 the Com- 
munion- day above that ſhall have no more Night. 
Thou wilt certainly change, and change e're it be 
long: But dare thou ſay, God will change as | 
oft as thou doſt? Thinkeſt thou that he will 
change in his Love, when thou changeſt in thy 
Frame? No, he will reſt in his Love, Whom be 
loves, he loves to the End. Thy Security ſtands 
upon God's Immutability, Mal. ui. 6. I am the 
ord, I change not; therefore the Sons of a- 
cob are not conſumed. ö 
(2. ) Believers may be aſſured, that God will not 
leave them, till he hath done what he hath 
ſpoken ; and aſſured upon the Ground of God's 
Fore-knowledge. The Thing that makes Men 
many 'Times alter their Sentiments is, becauſe } 
there are many Things fall out contrary to what 
they projected; but God foreſaw what would be; 
he foreſaw, that even after a Set hel Heart- burning 
Interview with God, thou wouldſt grow Cold-rife 3 
yet notwitſtanding of this, he met with you in 
Bethel, and ſpake with you there; and therefore 
he will do what he hath ſpoken to thee. He 
forelaw what a Prodigal, what a Backſlider y 5 | 
wou | 


| them in again, 


- 


would be, yet he gave his Word to you ; and 
therefore he will not go back. | 
(3.) You may be aſſured he 2will not leave you, 


| Believer, till he hath done what he hath ſpoken, 


becauſe he is faithful. Taitliſul is he that bath 
promiſed, who alſo will do it, Tho', when his 
Children break his Law, aid keep not his Com- 
mandments, then will he viſit their Tianſgreſſi- 
ons with the Rod, and their Iniquities with 
> Stripes : Nevertheleſs his loving Kindneſs will 
be not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer his Faith- 
E fubneſs to fail. Once hath he ſworn by his Holi- 
F neſs, that he will not lie wito David, Pſal. 
Ixxxix. 33. God is faithful who hath called you 
to the Fellowſhip of his Son. 

(4-) Believers may be aſſured of this upon the 
Ground of the Divine Power ; or, becauſe God is 
Almighty, and able to do what he hath ſpoken, 
Rom. xi. 23. The Apoſtle ſays, 2“ * ſha be 
grafted in. 2 For God is able to graft 

7, having once promiſed it, and 
{aid that he will do it. It is enough to ſupport 
our Faith, that he 1s able to do what he hath 
ſaid. Abraham's Faith leaned upon the Power 
of God, Rom. iv. 21. He was Fay perſuaded, 
that he that had ſpoken was able to perform. 
You may then be aſſured, Believer, ht he vill 
never leave you, till he hath done what he hath 
polen; unleſs you can ſuppoſe, that he hath out- 
romiſed his own Power, and ſaid more than he 
is able to do. | | 
(.) It is evident he wil} not leave you, vill 
be bath done what he hath ſpoken, if you con- 
ider the Experience of his People, and your own 
Experience. The Experience of God's N 
. om 


— * 
_ 2P 
_— 


| 5 41 N 
from the Beginning of the World, who have ay 
found God to be as good as his Word, and the 
ſame God, that he manifeſted himſelf to be at their 
Det hel- meeting w.th him. They have ſtill found I 
him to be the God of Het hel, r 9: Jealouſies 

| 


they entertained of his Love; yet, upon their Re- 
turn, after their dark Day was over, they found 
that his Word endureth for ever, and that he ne- 
ver came ſhort of his Promiſe ; but that notwith= 
ſtanding all their Temptations, they were eon- Mt 
tinually with him, and he was continually with 
them, holding them by his Right Hand, P/ I. 
Ixxitt. 23. They ſtill found him welcoming the 
returning Prodigal, ſaying, This my Son was 
dead, and is alive, was Hſe and ts found. Now , 
1 xperience, and will he 


is it conſiſtent with their 
take a ſingular Way with you ? Yea, thou dareft 
not deny, Believer; but thou haſt found God to 
be ſtill the God of Berhel, even tho' many Times 
you were fearing that God would never fmule' 
upon you ago ; yet, upon your looking back to 
his holy Temple, you have been made to fay, 
O he is the ſame, and his Love is not altered nor 
changed, and that he hath not forgotten his 
Promiſe, Hence, how many Times have Be- 
lievers Reaſon to ſet to their Seal to David's + 
Exerciſe and Experience, P/al. xxx. 9, 10, tt. 
when he is crying, Nhat Profit is there in my 
Blood, if I ſhall go down to rhe Pit? They fell 
a praying, Hear, Lord, and have Mercy upon me, - 
Lord, be thou my Helper; and then have been 
made to ſay, Thou haſt turned for me my Mourning 
into Dancing, thou haſt put off my Sackcloth, and 
girded me with Gl May not then Expe- 
| rlence 
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rience aſſure you, Gat he will not leave you; 
till he hath done that which he hath ſpoken ? 
6. The everlaſting Nature of the Covenant of 
+ Promiſe may affure you of this, 2 Sam. xxiti. 5. 
Tho' my Houſe be nat ſo with God, yet he hath 
made with me an everlaſting Covenant, well 
ordered in all Things, and fg 'The Bargain 
was not left to your making a Covenant with him, 
but God himſelf made it with you; and therefore 
ye ſhall be kept by bis Power, through Faith to 
Salvation. Tho thou ſhouldſt change a hundred 
Times, God will not change one Word of the 
. Tweet Bargain he made with you: Becauſe, 

7. It is his Bargain made with Chriſt, P/al. 
Ixxxix. 3, 28. I have made a Covenant 4vith my 
Choſen, and my Covenant ſpall ſtand faſt with 
him : And hence, if his Children break my Law, 
ST will viſit their Iiquity with Rods: Never- 
zheleſs my loving Kindneſs will Tnor take from 
Him : And becauſe I will not take it from him, 
I will not take it from them. Your Aſſurance 
then of his not leaving you, till he hath done 


"what he hath ſpoken, may ſtand upon the ever- 


laſting Love that he hath to Chriſt, and the 
ſtanding Bargain between Chriſt and him. He 
cannot fail you, becauſe he cannot fail his Son 
Chriſt, who hath ſexled the Covenant with his 
Blood, and in whom therefore all rhe Promiſes are 
wea and amen, to the Glory of God: And ſo the 
Glory of God in Chriſt, the Glory of his Merc 
and Truth in Chriſt, obliges him to do as he hat 
Jpoken. 
8. There is one Ground of Aſſurance more 
that I offer, and it lies in the Boſom of the Text, 
namely, the Divine Will and Pleaſure, 7 wa not 
eaVe 
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ſpoken. I will not; it is my Will and Pleaſure 
not to leave you till all be done. You have a Word, 
1 Sam. Xil. 22. The Lord will not for ſale 
his People for hi; great Names ſake: 
Why? zecauſe, it hath pleaſed the Lord to make 
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leaue thee, until I have done that which I have 


yo, his People, Thus it is ſaid, Deut. vil. 7, 8. 


The Lord ſet his Love upon Iſrael ; Why? be- 
cauſe he loved them: He will, becauſe he will. 


And who hath reſiſted bis Will ? His Will is un- 


controulable : And hath he manifeſted his Will 
in this, That he will not leave you, till be 
hath done what he bath {aid ? Then you may be 
aſſured of it, for he will do all his Pleaſure ; and 
well may you fay, Thy Mill be done. The Cove- 
nant of Grace is made up of I wills, Ezek. xxxvi. 
26. and downwards: I will give thee a new 
Heart, anew Spirit will I put within you: T 
Will take away the Heart of Stone, I will give 
gyou a Heart of Fleſh : [will put my Spirit avi th- 
in you, &c. ten or twelve 7 wills. And this Part 
of the Covenant, delivered to Facob in the Text, 1s 
like a crowning Promiſe put upon the Head of all: 
T will not leave thee, until I have done that. 
which Have ſpoken to thee of. And what bet- 
ter Aſſurance would you have than this, That 
God fays, Till? What he will do, muſt be. 

The fifth general Head propoſed was, To make 
Application of the whole in ſome Inferences. If it 
be ſo as I have been ſaying, hence ſee (1.) Whence 
it is that ſome may ſeem to be of all Men the 
moft miſerable, who are yet of all Men the moſt 


happy, I mean Believers in Chriſt, that are ac- 


quainted with Her hel- meetings with God, and to 
whom God hath {poken favourably and gractoully. 


F 2 'They 
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They may ſeem: to be moſt miſerable, in re- 
ipcct, of the dark and diimal Nights that may 
me Glow upon their {weet Intercourſe w th God, and 
pet are the moſt happy Perſons in the World, in 
| long their hayzng God, binding and obliging 
himiclt never to leave them, till he bath per- 
formed all the gracious Promiſes of the ever- 
laſting Covenant to them, This iz the Honour of 
all the Saints; God will not leave them, tho? 
= they ſeem to be left of all the World. And 
2 od will do what he hath ſpoken to them of, 
o' Clouds and PDarkneſs, and Mountains of Dif- 
ficulty ſtand in the Way: pu, 
2, See whence it is, that ſome may ſeem to be 
the moſt happy Perſons in the World, who are 
yet the moſt miſerable; I mean Unbelievers, 
whether they be Profane or Protefors, that have 
no Acquaintance with God in Chriſt. They may 
Jeem to be moſt happy Folk for a while, in re- 
ſpect they know not what it is to have a dark Day, 
| a Day of Trouble and Adverſity; they have 
Peace and Proſperity in the World : They are not 
zroubled as 2 Men, neithen are they plagued 
like other Men, Pſal. Ixxiii. They have no Fear 
either from Church or State. They have eaſy 
Conſciences, that can tomply with every Thing 
right or wrong, that 1s impoſed upon them, whe- 
ther by Civil or Ecclefiaſtical Authority, They 
an fell Truth, to buy Peace, and fo they live at 
zaſe, and yet they are the moſt miſerable, be- 
cauſe they are left and forſaken of God, and are 
not the Children of the Promiſe, to whom God 
hath ſpoken Peace; but the Heirs of the Threat- 
ning, againſt whom God hath denounced Judg- 
ments, to whom he hath ſpoken Wrath, a and 
tree backhand terre eras hehe en ey Bows 
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ſworn in Wrath, that they ſhall: not enter into 


his Reſt : For tie is no Peace, ſaith my God, 
ro the Wicked. And whatever Temp ations the: * 
People of God may be under to fret at their 
Proſperity; yet, whenever the Belieter goes 70 
the one? RR then wil be jee their End, and 
how they are ſet but in ſlippery Pluces, and 
{danny caſt down into Deſtruttio:.. 
3. 


ence ſee, that the Ground of Faith» ſtands 


immutable amidſt all Changes. Tae mult dark, 
and diſmal Days cannot hinder the Accompliſh- 
ment of the Divine Promiſe; neither nced any dar 
Providence or heavy Diſpenſation hinder the Exer- 
ciſe ot Faith, and the Life of Faith in the Di- 
vine Promiſe. Nay, theſe croſs Providences may, 
rather further the Life of Faith, than hinder it: 
For Faith is never properly exerciſed ; but upon 
the Suppoſition of dark Providences, croſſing and. 
ſeeming to oppoſe the Accompliſhment of the 
Promiſe: For in ſuch a Caſe the Soul hath no- 
thing to do but to believe, nothing to look to but. 
the Promiſe, nothing to lippen to but a promiſing, i 
God, and this is fair and honeſt Believing ; like, 
that which our Lord Jeſus called the Ruler of the 
Synagogue unto, when News came that his Child 
was dead, Fear not, only believe, Mark v. 36. 
For then it is Time for God to ſhew himſelf. } 
Faith hath a Hut that can ſtand out againſt all 
the Arrows of croſs Providence that are that } 
againſt it: Pſal. lv. 23. But I will 775 in 
bee. He had been ſpeaking of many hard Things 
in his Way, ſuch as his being pain'd, becauſe of 
the Voice of the Enemy, and he Oppreſſion of 4 
the Wicked, ver. 3. How thy caſt Iniquity upon 
bim, and in Wrath bated him; yea, but I will | 


truſt 


| From them, 
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truſt in thee. As God will acggmpliſh his Pro- 


miſe, notwithſtanding all the that are in the 


Way; ſo there is Ground for Faith to truſt con- 
Gdently, becauſe God hath ſpoken, therefore no 
Matter, tho Men and Devils really, and dark Pro- 


vidences ſeemingly, ſpeak to the contrary, 


4. Hence fee who are the greateſt Bleilings to a 
Church or Nation, Surely theſe ro whom God 


hath ſaid, that he will not leave them. God hath 
not altogether left the Church or the Land where 


any ſuch are in it; but if they were gone, then 
God is gone alſo, and Vo to them when Ide part 

{oe the Lord, Some are fond to 
have God's People perſecuted, and his Saints ba- 


niſhed out of their Coaſts : They cannot bear their 
Faithfulneſs and Honeſty, they are a Torment to 


them ; but yet what would become of a Church 


or Land if God's faithful Remnant were gone: 


His Preſence would go with them, and none would 
remain behind to whom God hath ſaid, Til not 


Jeave them. 'Then would that Church be left of 


God, and Wo would be to them. May we not ſay 
with the Prophet, I/a. i. 9. Except the Lord had left 
us a very ſmall Remnant, we had been as Sodom, 
awe had been like unto Gomorrah. Surely when 
a Church begins to caſt out the Faithful trom a- 
mong them, then they begin to deſtroy themſelves, 
and to bring down Wo upon their own Heads. 
5. Hence ſee where K 


Chuldren, when they are caſt out by their Friends 
and Brethren, as Jacob was in a Manner caſt gut 
at all Hands; he was the Object of his Friend 
Layan's Envy, and his Brother Eſau's Spite and 
Rage, which occaſioned his being caſt * 5 his 
| 5 ather's 


ies the Safety of God's 
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for twenty Years. Wel), but where was his Safe- 
ty? Why? When all other Cuniforts left him, 


God faid, I will nor leave thee tiil I have done 


h I have promiſed. God's Promiſe was his 
Inheritance, and God's Preſence was his Guard, 
amidſt all trowning Providences: And 10 it 18 and 
will be with all the true ſpiritual Sced of Jacob. 
M hoever leaves them, God will not leave them, 
whatever Men ſpcak reproachfully againſt them, yet 


God ipeaks comfortably to them: Yea, and what- 4 


ever Men do againſt them, God will do for them; 
and do all that he hath ſpoken to them of. | 

6. Hence ſee the different State of the Church 
viſible from the Church inviſible upon Earth, or 
the Difference between the true and faithful Chil- 
dren of God, and any prong viſible Church. 
Why all true Believers have this Promiſe ſecured 


in their Perſons, that God will never leave them 


till he hath accompliſhed all his Promiſes of 
Grace and Mercy to them. He hath ſaid, I 
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Father's Family, and the Country of his K indred 


never leave thee nor forſake thee ; but it cannot 


be ſaid of any particular viſible Church that God 
will never leave them. God hath left many par- 
ticular Churches, and called them Lo-ammi, 1ay- 
ing, Te are not my People, and IT will not bs 
Jour God, Hoſea. i. 9. And how far he may 
leave the Church of $orland, who can tell? The 
Glory ſometimes Ceparts from the Threſhold 
to the Mountains, and God ſeems to be making 
fearſul Removes from the preſent Generation. 7 
would not love to give any juft Offence, nay, nor 
to grate the Ears of any Hearers with Reflections 
upon any that are but poor mortal ſinful Men, like 


vurſelves, ſubject to the like Paſſions, and clothed - | 


with 


* with the like Infirmities: But I would defire to 
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keep mine Eyes on a higher Hand than any ſinful 
Inſtruments of the Churches Mitery and Confuſi- 
on. They could do nothing it God were not 
provoked by our Sins to leave them to themielves, 
and to their violent Meaſures. Hh gave Fecob 
20 the Spoil, and 1ſract to the Robbers? Did not 
the Lord, he agaiiſt whom ww? have ſinned ? 
May we not ſay of the Church of S aud? Her 
Rowers have brought her into great Waters, 
Ezek. xxvii. 26. But it is our Sins that have pro- 


© a God to leave the Rowers and Managers, 
„ho could do nothing either againſt the facred 


4 


Office of Miniſters, or the Chriſtian Rights of 


People, except it were given froin Heaven, as 
Chriſt ſaid to Pilate, Then couldeſt Have no 
Power againſt me, except it ere given, As I 
love not to offend or grate any, as I ſaid, fol 


would not love to be chargeable with ſinful Silence 


in tuch a Time, when God ſeems to be ſaying, 


Cry aloud and ſpare not, tell the Houſe of Iſrael 


their Sins, Wo would be to us if we ſhould be 


afraid of Man that ſhall die, or the Son of Man 


that ſhall be made as Graſs, Ha. Ii. 12. May we 
not conſider as a Matter of Lamentation, how far 


God ſtems to have left the Church of Scotland 


and her Judicatories? I ſhall not aſſert at this 
Time what I ſhall ſpeak by Way of Suppoſition, 
and leave it to every one to judge whether it be 
Matter of Lamentation before God in caſe the 
Suppoſition ſhould be found a Truth. And I 
ſhall ſpeak in the firſt Perſon of the plural Num- 
ber, that I may take in myſelf as having a Hand, 
as well as others, in proyoking the Lord to leave 
hy o | — K | 
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I God hath left 1 and our Judicatories to make 
unſcriptural and unwarrantable Acts, denuding the 
Lord's People of their juſt Rights and Chriſtian 
Privileges; would it net be lamentable? If he hatn 


5 


left us 1o far as to make thele Acts Terms of Com- 


munion, ſo as none ſhall have Communion with 
us that dare oppole theſe unwarranted oe 
Again, if he hath left us ſo far as to indulge 


Arians and Blaſphemers, and deal gently with { 


theſe that are guilty of fundamental Errors, and 
yet to proceed violently and furioully againſt ſome 
of the Friends of Truth, and to ſhew hardly fo 
much Regard for the ſupreme Authority and Dig- 
nity of the Son of God, as we ſhew for the ſu- 
reme Authority and Dignity of our-erring Aſſem- 
18 ; if this were ſo, would it not be lamen- 
table? If God hath left us ſo far as to deſtroy our- 


ſelves by ſacrificing a covenanted Reformation and 


covenanted Principles, together with the facred 


Office of Miniſters, and the ſpiritual Rights of 
People, that would adhere thereto, and all unto 


what we called Church Authority and. good Or- 
der, which yet is but another Name for Church 
1 yranny, and dreadful Confuſion; would not this 
We lamentable ? If God hath left us to caſt 


but of our Boſom ſome that are the Friends and 
Pavourites perhaps of Heaven, and that, becauſe 
of their faithful Teſtimony againſt the Evils and 
Defections of the Day; would not this be lamen- 
table, and evidence that God had very far left us3 

Theſe and many other Things I might ſuppoſe? 
What is the World ſaying, bur thir our Rorvens 
have brought us into great Waters? Ezek. 
XXVII. 26, What is this they. are ſay ing of the Ju- 
dicatories of the Laney of Scotland in our Top 2 
| | NN 
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Are People ſaying, that God hath left ds and our 


Judicatories, ſo far as to make unſcriptural and 
unwarrantable Acts? Ec. Are they ſaying that 
Bel hel is turned to Bethaven? That Thiladel- 
Ihià is turned to Laodicea? It would be good 
News it there were no Truth in what the World are 
now 1aying ot us. But if there be any Truth in it, 
then ſurely God hath left us very far; and who 
knows how far he may yet further remove? Better 
Su ord, Famine and Peſtilence among us than that 
God ſhould utterly leave us. But how far ſoever 
he may leave a vifible Church, yet he will never 
leave his inviſible Remnant: For to them he hath 
Jaid, I eil not beave thee till I have done that 
which have ſpoken to thee of. 

7. Hence ſee Reaſon to try what Side you are 
upon, whether you be a 7acob or an Eſau. They 
were both born of the ſame Mother, and in the 
fame Womb, but the one was bleſſed and the o- 
ther curſed. You may be of the fame Mother- 
Church, yet born after the Fleſh, and not after 
he Spirit. If you be the true Seed of Jacob, 
then you will know ſomething of a Bethel. Inter- 


view with God. Hath God ever brought you to 


2 Wilderneſs, and there met with, and ſpo 
comfortably to you? Have you ever ſeen the Glo# 
of God in Chriſt as a Ladder to Heaven, The 
Way, the Truth and the Life, ſo as you · were 
made to cloſe with him, and climb up to God b 


this Ladder: For by him we believe in God, 
who raiſed him from the Dead, and gave him 
Glory, that our Faith and Hope mig ht. be in 
God. Have you heard God ſpeaking to you, and 
communicating his Mind, or diſcovering himſelf 
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as a promiſing God in Words of Grace to your 
Humiliation, Sanctification and Conſolation ? O 
Man, Woman, if all Places be alike to you, ſo as 
you never met with God in a Place that might be 
called Bethel ; and if all Words of Scripture be 
alike to you, ſo as you know no Word on which 
be hath cauſed you to hope, you are yet a Stranger 
in Iſraet : But if you can point at the Place where 
the Lord God of the Hes met with you once 
a Day, ſo as you can ſometimes look back upon it 
with Pleaſure, ſaying, O! I thought it was a 
Bethel, a Houle of God; and if you can point at 
the Word with which God opened your Heart, 
as he did the Heart of Lydia, and made it the 
Porch both of Holineſs .and Comfort, *tts good. 
Did he make the Word to you, as it was to Job, 
better and more precious than your neceſſery 
Food; and as it was to Feremiah, The Foy and 
Rejoicing of your Heart; and as it was to David, 
ſeeeeter than the Hoiy, or the ny Comb, and 
the very Ground on which Ye hath cauſed you to 
Bope; and are you from that Time to this ſtill 
, hoping in his Word, when the Lord reſtores your 
Soul out of its fleepy Fit? Why then it ſeems you 
are a Child of Promiſe, to whom God hath 1aid, 
ill not leave thee, until I have done that 
eehich T have ſpoken to thee of. 
8. Hence ſee the Duty of all that hear me both 
Unbelievers and Believers. 
1. Ye that are Unbelievers, and know not the 
God of Bethel, but are Strangers ro the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, living without God and wit h- 
out Hope in the World, living in the Luſts of 
the Haß; poor, wretched, worldly Creature, 
Drunkard, W n e, Sabbath- breaker or 


2 Hypo- 


nean 


V Midi 0 


_— 


; of; 
Hypocrite that may be x to Communions, 
but never had Communion with God there, ani 
never came out of Sodom to this Day, that was 
never brought to a Wilderneis of Fear and De- 
pair, and then to a Hethel of Hope and Comfort 
Mn God, as a N God in Chriſt; I would 
tell you your Duty in two Words; 8 
...) It is your Duty to conſider the dangerous 
State you are into. And I mult tell you a terrible 
Word for wakening your feared Conſcience, if God 
& would bleſs it for that End. As you have been 
hearing that God is bound by his own Promiſe 
never to leave his Children till he doth that which 
he hath ſpoken: to them of in the Goſpel : So on 
the other Hand, that {ame God is bound and o- 
bliged#by his IThreatning, if you remain in that 
State, never to cave. oncons with you, until 
he hath done that which th {ſpoken of in the 
Law; that i, you are under the Curſe of the Law, 
and God is obliged to curſe you. He that is faith- 
ful to his Promiſe, and will accompliſſi it to all 
that flce in to Chriſt, is as faithful to his Threat- 
ning, and will accompliſh it to all that remain 
out of Chriſt. Mhat a trembling Heart would 
you have, Man, Woman, if you were but in Paul's 
Caſc, when more than Forty Men bound them- 
ſelves with an Oath, that they would not eat or 
drink till they kill'd him? If jo many Men were 
bound under Oath to kill and deftroy you, I trow 
it would take Sleep from your Eyes, and make 
you reſtleis how to eſcape their Fury; and yet 
 theis Oath could relate 3 to a temporal Life. 


But tremble and fear to think, that the Great 
God is bound by a ſolemn Oath to damn and de- 
ſtroy you to all Eternity, if you remain in that 


Chriſtleis 
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Chriſtleſs State, Heb. iii. 11. He bath ſeworn in 


is Wrath, that you ſpall not enter into his 


'R eſt. 


Wor remain Strangers to Chriſt. 
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ing the Comforts of God, as the God FE Bet hel, 
we would perſuade you to come and ſee what is 
to be ſeen at Het hel, and to come and hear the 
Voice of a promiſing God that is to be heard there. 
What we have Pe erg end ſeen, may we not de. 
Clare unto you, that there is ſuch a Thing as 
Bethel. Interviews with God; and wo to us that 
are Miniſters, 1f we be preaching to you an ab- 
ſolutely unknown God, an unknown Bet hel, 
an unknown Jeſus. If we know neither the Ter- 
rors nor Comforts of God at any Time, I think we 
would have no Commiſſion to ſpeak any of them 
to you, my dear Friends, whom I never expect 
to fee all again in thir Circumſtances, till we ſes 
Chriſt coming in the Clouds of Heaven. In the: 
Fear of God, and in the Faith of our Meeting to- 
gether before his Tribunal, I would tell you, that 
the Great Day's Meeting we fhall have will be 
terrible to you; if before you leave this World, 
you know nothing of a Berhel-meeting with God, 
as a promiſing God in Chriſt : Therefore let me 


exhort you in the laſt of the Feaſt, and in th 


Proſpect of the Great Day, to come to Chriſt, 
| 1 


* 
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the Glory of God. Come to him, by owning that 


you cannot come of your ſelf. Come to him, by 


crying to him, that he would draw you. Come 


| to him, by believing that you cannot believe, and 


yet by — as. you can, till you believe as 
you ſhould. Come to him, by believing that you 
are curſed, wretched and undone without - him, 
and that you ſhall be bleſſed and happy in him, 


Come to him, by believing that you have no 


Righteouſneſs but Guilt, no Strength but Weak- 


| nels; and that in the Lord only you have Righte- 


ouſneſs and Strength. Come to him, by be- 


lieving that you have nothing, and that he hath 


all ; that you can do nothing, and he can do all 
for you. Come to him, by imploying him to be 
your Prophet, Prieſt and King, your Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanftification and Redemption. 
Come to him, not upon ſuch and ſuch Terme 
and Conditions, that you are ready to dream you 
muſt come up to : But come to him, by coming 
down to his Terms ; that is, to be willing to be 
faved by free Grace. Come down, Zaccheus, for 
his Day Salvation is come to thy Houfe : So, lay 
I, come down, Sinner, from the Tree of legal Qua- 
Lfications, and legal Hopes built upon your own 
naughty Duties. Come down, for you cannot 
fave your ſelf by all your clirabing, nor bring Sal- 
vation to your ſelf; but 7his Day Salvation is 
come to your Houſe ; Salvation is come to you, 
becauſe you cannot come to it ; Salvation 1s come 
to your Hand ; Salvation 1s come to your Heart, 


The Saviour is knocking at the Door of your 
Heart, and calling you to come down, and take 
the free Salvation that is come to you, Who/o- 

| ever 


in whom all the Promiſes are yea and amen, to 
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eber will, let him come and take of the Vater of 
Life freely. It may be this ſhall be the laſt | 


Communion you ſhall ſee in Time, and the laſt 
Communion-Offer that ever you ſhall hear; or if 


you be ſpared in Time, it may be the laſt Com- 


munion you ſhall have with Peace in the Church 
of Scotland; it may be ſo, and it may be other- 
wiſe; only we hive had ng, * forty Years Peace, 
and it is poſſible the preſent Emergencies in this 


Church may be the Beginning of Sorrows : But 
whatever be a coming, as Death and Judgment 
certainly is coming py you ſpeedily, it is ſafeſt 14 


for you ro come to feſus the Mediator of the 
new Covenant; let not the laſt Offer be ſlighted: 
O!] let us not part with one another, till there be 
2 Ground to hope, we ſhall not part with 

hriſt. Alas! I fear before this Day eight Days, 
yea, may be before the Cock crow twice, this 
Offer of Chriſt will be forgotten, and out of your 
Head. Some pitifu! 'T'rifle in a World will take 
all out of your Heart ; but I here take your Con- 
ſcience to witneſs, forget as you will, that this 
Offer ſhall not be altogether in vain, tho? it ſhould 
be flighted ; for when the Book of Con{cience ſhall 


be open'd at the Great Day, this ſhall be call'd to 


Remembrance, that ſuch a Day at Abborshall, 
after a Commut10n there, Chriſt and Salvation, 
from Sin and Wrath, came to you to be freely re 
ceived, and yet you rejected it; and this will 
contribute to glor.fy the Juſtice of God in con- 
demning you, and make it evident to all the 


Vorld, 7hat he is clear when he judges. 


Wo's me, if there be not ſo much as a Deſire 


kindled in your Heart after our glorious Lord. If 


you think eternal Salvation worth your while, O 
| Sinner, 


＋ 
* 


a. At * 


FRE 
G inner, and this Offer 6 it 5 contemptible Thing, 
then may I adviſe you to ſet ſome little Time 
apart, after this Occaſion is over, and betake your 
ſelf to ſome Place, whether in the Houſe or the 
Field, where you may have à little Retirement 
from the World, and there cry to God that he 
may follow this Offer and this Occaſion, with 
| wary upon your Heart for drawing you to the 

ord and to his Nay 's while you are thus im- 
ployed, who knows, but before you come from 


y your Knees, the Place may become a Bethel, a 


ouſe of God, where you will fee and know him 


as a promiſing God in Chriſt Jeſus; for in this 


Way ſome have had a Meeting with him that they 
will never forget. O ! be reſtleſs in .waiting on. 
him in the Ute of all appointed Means, till he 
manifeſt himielf to you ſavingly; for when once 
he doth ſo, you may be ſure he will never leave 
you, till he hath perfected the good Work ac- 
cor ing to his Promite, _ 


* . 2. To you that are Believers in Chriſt, and 


know what it is to have ſome Berhe-Interviews 
with God, either at this Occaſion, or formerly. 


Are you in this happy State, and have God for 
pour cloſs Companion, who having begun to do 


you Good, wil not Jeave you, till he hath 


done all that be hath ſaid to you ? Your Duty 


is both to be joyful in your promiſing God, aud 
fruitful in the Work of Faith. . SST 

(I.) In the Faith of this Promiſe, you ought 
to be * Is it nothing to you, that God 
himſelf is your everlaſting Companion, ſaying, 
Juill not leave yon? That he is a promiſing 


God to you, and hath condeſcended to ſpeak to 


you ; That he is your Agent to do what he hath 
EN ſpoken, 
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ſhould be removed, and the Mountains caſt intò 


never believe till you feel! the Ground of your 
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ken, and that he hath bound himſelf never to 
eave you, until he hath done what he hath 2 


ſpokeri. O! whatever dark Days may come, it 18 
your Duty to be joyful in him. Tho” rhe Earth 


the midſt of the Sea; Here is a River that 
makes glad the City of God; that makes glad the 
Children of God: God is in the midſt of them; 
and hath ſaid, I <vil} not leave your a 

Object. O! but may a Child of God ſay, Ho 
can T take in this Comfort, when TI ind the Lord 
hath left me; tho" he ſaid once, I will never 
leave you, yet it may be a Deluſion, for I feel 
the contrary in many ſad Effects of his Abſence, 
O unbelieving Believer, will you, with Tomas, 


Faith is God's Promiſe, and not your Fee ing. 
But for ſatisfying the Soul that may be under a 
dark Cloud of Detertion, ſaying, The Lord bath 
forſaken, and my God hath forgotten; Sin pres 
vails, and God is out of Sicht; I would have 
you to remark, That there are Token: of God's 
Preſence with you, Believer, even when you de 
not obſerve them, by Reaſon of the Clouds that 
are upon you: For Example, whence is it that 
you are not {wallowed up like a Ship in a Whirle- 
pool ; and that there is ſome ſecret Hair of Hops 1 

4 4s N 


in the Heart, even when your Unbelief is rea 
to ſay; My Hope is periſhed ? Why ? the 
fon is, he hath not altogether left-you. Whents _ © 
is it that you are like the burning Buſh all in a 
Flame many Times, and yet not conſum'd; burrs #4 
ing, but not burnt ; flaming, but not confurned ? 
Lou do not oblerve this; yet it is obiervable, that 


4 
, 
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Vu are preſerved to this Day, to this Hour, 

amidſt the Flames of Temptation, and the Floods 
> of Corruption; why? the Matter is, he hath not 


Fett left you. Whence is it that you can never 


give over Duties altogether; and however the 
empter preva. l to ſlacken your Hand, yet you 
cannot for your Heart give up with all religious 
People, and with all religious Duties, wherein 
ou think Communion with God may be had? 
hy ? the Reaſon of this is he hath not al- 


4 together left you. Whence is it that you do 


not break God's Priſon through utter Deſpon- 
dency, and go away, and take your Pleaſure 
-with the reſt of the wicked World, even when 
= are in the Priſon of Deſertion and Unbe- 
ief, you dare not think of bidding Farewel to 
God, or departing wickedly from him, or of 
bidding the Almighty depart from you ; nay, 1s 
there not ſomething in your Heart, even at your 
worſt, that ſays, O! if 4 would come! O! when 
will he come? This ſays he hath not altogether 
Jeft you. Whence 1s it that you cannot agree 
with Sin; the more it Bunn?» upon you, the 
more you abhore it, and abhore your ſelf for it, 
and dare not give Way to 1t ? Doth not this evi- 
dence there is ſome ſecret Power and Preſence of 
God with you, and that he hath not yet left 
you. Whence is 1t, that when you ſtray from 
your true reſting Place, you cannot reſt an 


- 


| E , Where elſe, and can find no Quiet in your Mind, 
till you be back again? May be you fall a feek- 


ing Reſt and Peace'in the Creature, in the World, 
in Recreations and Diverſions, and may be in 
your Duties, and yet there was ſomething in 
bs | your 
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your Heart, that ſaid, O! it is not here, it is not 
here; you find Vaaity written on all, till you 
return to your firit Husband. Again, M hence 
is it, that at your worſt the leaſt Word of News 
from him anent his Recurn makes your Heart 
leap within you for Joy, as the Babe in Eliga- 
betÞ's Memb at the Salutation of 3iary, while the. 
Neus of his Return, and the Hope ot his coming 
again ges you a glad Heart ? ſurely he i not far 
off, and even when you are moſt iecure and ſtupid, 
moſt dead and dull, there is a fecret Wh at the 
Root of your Heart: O! for ſuch a Day again, 
wherein the Candle of the Lord ſhined on me; 
O! that it were cciihß me as in Months paſt. 
M hence is it that the ourward Shell of Ordinances 
cannot content your Heart, without the Kernel of. 
Communion and Fellow!t11p with God, and that the 
dead Letter of the Word cannot pleate you, with- 
out the living Spirit accompanying it? Why? he 
hath not left you to be content with any 'Thing 
without himſelf, Whence is it, that the Intereſt of 
Chriſt is your Intereſt, and that you cannot join 
with the Defections of the Day, nor ſide with the 
Errors of the Times, but ſtill defire to be on 
Chriſt's Side? Why cannot you turn with the Tide 
of the Times? Even becauſe the Lord hath not al- 
together left you. In a Word, Whence is it, that - 
the leaſt Diſcovery he makes of himſelf is joyfully- 
welcome to you, when he but tirles at the Door > 
your Heart: Sg v. 4. My Beboved put in his 
Hand by the Hole of ihe Voor, aud my Bowels, 
Tere moved for him ? Whea he ſeems to be on his. 
Way to you, you are ready to ſay as Laban to 


- Abraham's Servant, Gen. xxiv, 31. Come in thou 


bleſſed of the Lord. Why ? Whence are all theſe 
H 2 Things, 
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Things, but from this, that he is ſtill preſent, tho! 


; dar ice him not, and that he hath never altoget er 


eft 50 but is ſtill remembring his Promiſe, 7 
cui, t beave thee, | 
(2.) It 1s your Duty to be fruitful in the Work 
of Faith. O Behever! give Glory to God, by be- 
lieving that he wil! nor Leave ycu, till he hath 
done hat which he hath ſpoken to you of. Dark 


and cloud; Days that may follow upon Perhel- 


Intery1cews cannot hinder God's doing what he 
Kath ipoken ; and theretore let it not hinder your 


„ of, Hath he tpoken to you of pardoning your 
Sus! And hath he tpoken to you of ſubduing 
your Corruptions? Hath he ipoken of ſupplying 
all your Wants? Hath he tpoken to you of bearin 

all your Burdens? Hath he ſpoken to you of wi 
ing your Diſeaſes? Hath he ipoken to you of your 


Proviſion and r e in a World? Hath 
1 


he ſpoken to you of your Protection in Time of 
Danger? Hath he ſpoken to you of ſatisfying your 
Defire ? Hath he ſpoken to you of guiding you by 
his Counſel, and bringing you to his Glory ? Hath 
he ſpoken to you of your Trials, that he will ſupport 
and 1 ay with the Right Hand of his Righteouſ- 

ath he ſpoken to you of your Sced, that 
he will be your God, and the God of your Seed? 


Hath he ſpoken to you of your Death, that Death 
all be ſwallowed up in Victory? Kath he ſpoken 


to you of eternal Life, that you ſhall be for ever 
with him? Hath he ſpoken to you of his Loye, 
that he hath loyed you with an everlaſting Love ? 
Hath he ſpoken to you of his Spirit, that his Spi- 
pit Mall be in you as a Well of Water? Cc. Heb 
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he ſpoken to you of his Bleffing, that he hath 7 
bleſſed you, and ye {hall be blefled, and that in 
Bleſſing he will bleſs you? Hath he ſpoken to you 
of his Preſence, that he will never leave you nor 
forſake you, that he will be with 2 in Trouble? 


Hath he tpoken to you of his Care about you. 
that he will make all Things work together for 
your Good? Hath he ſpoken to you of his Abſence,” 
that he will return, that he will ſee you again, 
and your Heart ſhall rejoice? Hath he ſpoken t 
you of his A ger, that it endureth but a ns Sy 
and that with everlaſting Kindneſs he wilt haver. * 
Mercy on you? Whatever he hath ſpoken, O give 
him the Glory of his Truth, by believing that what 
ever he ſeems to be doing by outward frownint 
Providences, yet he 2w#/ll never leave you, till he 
hath done what he hath ſpoken to you of. It is 
your Duty to 3 your Eye ſhut upon dark Pro- 
vidences, and to keep your Eye open upon the 
clear Promiſe. | be... 
Has he faid, he will not lenuve you, till he 
hath done what he hath ſaid ? Then wait upon © 
him in the due Uſe and Improvement ohe Means, 
till he do his Work, and do not leave him., Re- 
turn his Promiſe by your Practice, ſaying, Lord 
haſt thou ſaid, I will nat leave thee, until 7 
have done what I have ſpoken ? Behold, through 
Grace, I reſolve I will not leave thee, until thou 
haſt done what thou haſt ſpoken, Hel is a God 
of Judgment, and blefed are all they that wair 1 
for him. Hath he ſaid, and promiſed td is Ef- 
fect? Then O! put a favourable Conſtruction don 
all his frowning Diſpenſations; according to your 
Faith of his Promiſe, and of his Favour 3 
| | Ms © - 
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ſuch will be your Faith of his Favour amidſt all 


afflicting Providences. Whatever Diſtreſs and Dif- 
| ficulty you meet with; yet let Faith ſtill ſay, for 


all this, I hope he will do as he hath ſpoken: For 
® Il not quite the Grip, but hope in 
bis Word. O Believer ! remember that whatever 
God hath ſaid to thee, he hath fpid it with a 


: ſurely, as he ſaid to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 12. . 


ll ſurely do thee good. And when Jacob came 

to a Strait, he put God in mind of it, T hou didſt 
ſay, T will ſurely do thee good; and therefore 
let your Faith be acted with a /urcly grounded 


avid, Pal. xxiii. 6. Surely Goodneſs and Mercy 
Hall follow me all the Days of my Life; and 1 
a dwell in the Hoa? of the Lord for ever. 
live by Faith and not by Sight; and there- 
fore tho' dark Days ſhould come, you ought to 
beheve. when you cannot fee, Aid bleſſed is ſhe 


r has believed, Luke i. 45. for there ſball be E 
Performance of theſe Things which ere told. 
ber, from the Lord, The Word of the Lord 


endareth for ever. 


_ Lei the Faith of the Promiſe appear in your: | 


Sanctiſication, and Holineſs of Heart, Speech and 
Behaviour. 2 Cor. vii. 1. Having theſe Promiſes 
(deariy beloved) let us cleanſe ourſelves from all 
Filtbinefs of the Fleſh and Spirit, perſecting 


Holineſs, jn the Fear of God. Let it be evident 


to all the World you converſe with, that now 
you arg/clean through the Words that he hath 


1 to you. He that hath this Faith and Hope, 


| Pur eth himſelf ; for Faith fetches all its Purity 
out of Chriſt, or which is all one, out of the Pro- 


\ < * 
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. ypon the Truth and Veracity of God, ſaying with 


mile, 


9 


— 
J 2. 5b et Z 
miſe, which is Na and Amen in Chriſt, The 
Faith of God's Love will work by Love to a \ 
holy God, and his holy Ways: Therefore O Be- 
hever ! let your Life be a Lite of Faith, and re- 
ſolve through Grace to live and die in the Faith © 
of his Love, which he himſelf expreſſeth in this 
Promife, [7 will not leave thee, until I have dong | 
that which I have ſpoken to thee of. \ "a 
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ADVERTISE MENT. 


HE ERE is ready for the Preſs, and 
will be publiſhed with all Speed, 
The Tree.of 2 fe ſbaking his Fruits and 
Leaves among the Nations, being three 
Sermons upon Rey. xxii. 2: Jn the 
Miaſt of the Street of it, and of either 
Ve of the River, was there the Tree of 
Eule, *which bare Twelve Manner of 
Fruits, and yielded her Fruit every 
Month; and the Leaves of the Tree were 


* 
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Reverend Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, Mini- 
* of the Goſ pel at Stirling. 


Bi the healing of the Nations. Preached 
at the Sacrament of Dunfermline by the 
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